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CONTENTS OF NO. 17, VOIn 13. | Chicago; and that wheat, flour, pork, &c. of Ohio, 
[‘oREIGN AFFAIRS. Michigan, and illinois will be shipped from the latter 


NaTIONAL AFFAIRS. Lot aes American ports directly for Liverpool, London, &c. 
SraTES OF THE UNION—Pennsylvania, Virginia, South : [Utica Gazette. 
CHINA. 


Carolina, Indiana, Arkansas, Missouri. 
rarere: gis ie. By the ship Cincinnati, at New York, | Canton pa- 
AFRICAN SLAVE TRaDE—correspondence of Scc’y of | Pers to the 9th August are received, being 12 days 

stateand naval officers on. later than our ahaa intelligence. Canton was 
ANDREW JACKSON’S LETTER ON BANKING. more tranquil than at any period since May 1841. 
RAIL ROADS AND CANALS. Translations from an imperial edict, Pekin, 4th 
InvENTIONS, &c. moon, 17th, evinces that the celestial chief is in great 
ReroRT OF THE SECRETARY OF NAVY. consternation. The following are extracts from it: 
CONGRESSIONAL PROCEEDINGS. “Yoking and his colleagues have reported con- 
CHRONICLE. cerning the imminent danger of the provincial city of 

SSS : memes | (he province of Chekean (Hangchowfoo) and the 


THE CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL, for the half year | City of Keahing; and on reading the report, my griet 
ending 30th June next, after being modified by strik- and indignation are extreme. According to the re- 
ing out the clause which made an appropriation for the port, Chapoo is already lost; and the barbarians are 
coast survey, finally passed the house of representa- | @pproaching the provincial capital; the domain of the 
tives, and was the same day referred by the senate to city is very extensive, and the rebellious barbarians 
their financial committee. have om —_ vessels which enter every where 

The bankrupt repealing bill was debated warmly | 2™0ng the shallows. — : 
on Thursday, oad aaa Jebete will ‘ne -doabt be nit “The two Heen districts of Pinghoo and Haeshang, 


sumed next week. It is generally supposed that the | !” the Foo department of Keahing, are in the most 
bill will pass both houses. imminent danger. One thousand men have been sent 
aie from the provinces of Shense and Kansuh, and are 
FOREIGN ARTICLES ordered to maintain those places; when the troops 

ited: arrive from the provinces of Honan and Kwangse, 


XFPOSTSCRIPT. Late and important news. 'The they will be detailed for the defence of those dis- 


" ; , ; tricts; s th. 
steamer Britannia, arrived at Boston, brings London pr ha enbeston it pressing despatch has been 


papers to the 5.h instant. The Great Western which brought at the rate of 600 le aday. Now the said 



































left New York on the 17th reached Liverpool on the | general and his colleagues have consulted and deter- | 
mined that one of their number shall remain to keep 


29th ult. 
here is little European news. An insurrection at 
Barcelona against Espartero was likely to be suppres- 
sed. 
From Asia however there is important intelligence — 


Tapoukeang, while all the rest of the troops should 
be sent to protect the other places. The said great 
minister and his colleagues must turn their thoughts 
—dismiss their fears—to ensure peace, and so tran- 
quilize the people’s minds; and they»should sternly 





The information which we insert under our foreign head | and strictly order the officers and soldiers to exert, 


direct from China, was to the 6th September. ‘The close | their utmost strength in defending the country. 
investment of Nankin alarmed the emperor, and propo- ‘fAs to kg: xem iyrouneys coreg eiginerbae: 
2 , , ‘resent? Le sar 
sions of peace were made and acceded to. On the] ¢traination be made into all these matters, and a 
26h of August Sir Henry Pottinger announced the | duly prepared report sent up. Respect this.” : 
terms of the treaty by proclamation. On the 17th day of the 6th moon, (July 24,) a des- 

The Chinese are to pay $21,900,009 in the course! patch arrived at Canton from the privy council, 
of this and the three next years. ‘The ports of Canton, | pegs opened by yon a Ne was found to con- 

a tain the following imperial edict: 
Amoy, Foo-chow-foo, Niugpo, and Shanghai, are to be! ote oe . 
7 hatha, ihe eps | ‘An individual has reported that the rebellious 


opened > Briti: »rchants—cons side ¢ ; 
pened to the British merchants—consuls to reside and | barbarians have usurped possession of the dependen- 


tariff established in them—the Island of Hong Kong is cy of the Heen district of Kwangtung, Heahgkeang 





ceded to Britain—correspondence to be conducted on | (Hongkong—the “fragrant streams,”) and have built | 


perfect terms of equality hereafter—the British to retire | houses, &c., with intention of retaining constant pos- 
fom Nankin on receiving the first instalment—6 mil- | S€SS10D; why has not this affair been clearly looked 
|into and taken care of?” 


lions. 
LATER. 


long imprisoned «fficers—and completely beat the Aff- | coast of China. 
ghanistans. The official announcement of the victory, | rent reports of the capture of Nankin, which alarm- 
dated 30th September, is accompanied with the an- | ¢d the Chinese exceedingly, as they have great reli- 


_ gious reverence for particular places, of which Nan- 


houncement also, that the British forces will abandon | Fin is one. Arrivaléfrom Chusan with.dates.as fate 
| . ° a | ‘ ais : ‘ 2 
tte Whole of that inhospitable region, and return to! 9 the 9th August, however, prove that the reported 
} 5 . . . . ° . ay ’ ! 
their former possessions in India—finding nothing worth | capture was at least premature. It seems that there 


(ie expense of maintaining possession of Affghanistan.| had been some severe fighting. At an engagement 


Humanity is consoled by the restoration of peace. foe Nankin seven British officers, including one 
CANADA. ‘colonel and near 200 privates, were killed, besides 


’ r Tho Cn} +820" A} aine 
Puziic works. A gentleman, who is at this time | eng wowmeee lhe ang it prarepeneet 
” ° 2 * oy € J « ga 7 . > > . = 
ateeps ine on the Erie enlargement, has returned | ne "en fi “ pone oe Son yey che pte 
tom a visit to Canada, where he went for the purpose | nents, heretofore accustome o meet and vanquish 
at the same moment. Besides meeting with opposi- 


of making a proposition for some of the ic W 3 | 
ublic works | |. ’ 
at this ring Being put under rethrees He trace | tion from the Chinese, the troops have encountered | 
that the canal and locks at the Long Sault on the St. | terrible enemy in the low and marshy grounds on 
By | 


awrence are completed, and that the water had | either side of the Yangtsi Kiang. Some seven hun- 
been let in. These locks are 40 feet wide, 220 feet | ered Were reposted =F 90 Shp sox ate 
long, and sufficiently deep for sea vessels. The re- 
mainder of the work necessary to complete the free | 
rommunication with Lake Ontario, consisting of 
locks at Les Cedres and Coteau du Lac Rapids; and 
wiih to 220 feet wide at top, and 80 feet at bottom,| Land officers. Greer W. Davis, register at Jack- 
prese 7 feet water, will be put under contract the | son, Missouri, vice Frank J. Allen, whose commis- 
Which ¢ season, to be completed in two years; by | sion will expire December 24, 1842. 
eine ime it is also expected that the Welland canal} — ; 
eatie tae will be finished. It is therefore to be| vice Lewis B. Tully, resigned. 
en that in the fall of the year 1344, or at William S. Allen, register at St. Louis, Mo. vice | 

im er the spring of 1845, vessels clearing from | Nathaniel P. Taylor, removed. 

erpool, Bristol, and London, will discharge their} Nicholas R. Smith, receiver at Springfield, Mo. 


Sargoes at the wharves of Cleveland, Detroit, andi vice John P. Campbell, resigned. 
Vol. X11J—Sru. 17. 
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APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. | 





Vases’ tea 11 Pei tlh sis Seer eae we ge Tie| The Helena, arrived at New York, brings | 

HOM ANDIA [he Tews IS scarcely less decisive. 11-6) Macao dates to the 6th September. The Canton Re- | 
British ubtained possession of Cabul again, released their _gister says, the United States squadron had left the. 
The British had for a fortnight cur-| most every department of expenditures, and it is 
| from thence, that the people have a right to look for 


By and with the advice and consent of the senate. | 


Robert C. Newland, register at Batesville, Ark. | 


THE PUBLIC REVENUE AND FINANCES. 

We have been disappointed in the expectation of 
obtaining a copy of the treasurer’s annual report in 
time for insertion in this number. The report of 
the secretary of the navy is inserted. 

The condition of the finances as given in the ab- 
stracts from the report which have been published, 
and which we inserted the substance of in our last, 
is truly gratifying. Instead of the deplorable defi- 
ciencies which the opponents of the tariff bill had 
so confidently predicted,—instead of having to re- 
sort to further loans and additional taxes upon such 
articles as tea, coffee, &c.—we have now it seems, 
the official report from the government, stating, that, 
for the present, and for the eighteen months ensuing 
from the first of January next, the estimated re- 
ceipts into the treasury under existing laws, will be 
adequate to meet the authorised expenses of the go- 
vernment within an inconsiderable fraction, which 
fraction the balance in the treasury will more than 
cover. 

This, it will be remembered includes the very 
worst and most unproductive period of the operation 
of the tariff for the treasury, according to every 
| view of the subject. The law is yet new to those 
|engaged in commerce, and their operations have 
_been for that cause, as well as in the hopes, widely 
entertained, of a speedy repeal of the tariff, very 
| limited, and only predicated upon present demands. 
| For another and more prevailing cause, the general 
want of confidence and the unusual scarcity of mo- 
ney, trading operations have been, since the enact- 
ment of the tariff, and will remain for some time 
yet, very limited. If under those disadvantageous 
circumstances, the revenue derived from the customs 
are adequate to meet the expenses of the govern- 
ment, we may reasonably expect that when the sys- 
tem shail have been recognized as the settled policy 
of the country,—when operations shall grow from 
mere adventures into regular dimensions, and whena 
wholesome condition of credit and currency shall 
have been resumed over the country, and a conse- 
quent regular trade—a day we fervently hope, now 
not very distant.—when this wholesome condition 
of circumstances returns, no one we think can rea. 
sonably doubt of the sufficiency of the existing ta- 
riff with our other sources of revenue to meet an 
economical and honest administration of government 
expenditures. 
| Not only have the receipts exceeded what was an- 
ticipated, but it seems that after the report was pre- 
pared and before sending it to congress, the secreta- 
ry had ascertained that the favorable effect of the 
retrenchments directed by the laws of the last ses- 
sion would leave a still larger balance in the treasury 
than he had set down in his estimates. This looks 
well. It will be remembered that congress had but 
very partially effected these retrenchments, which it 
is admitted on all hands, ought to be carried into al- 
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yet immense diminutions of charges upon them.— 


Strict accountability and a tight rein is wanting. 


Governments should never be trusted with much 
more revenue than their emergency requires. We 
had rather see the tariff producing only enough, than 
too much. Extravagance inevitably grows out of 
abundance. 





THE TARIFF. The following is an extract of 
letter from one of the largest spinners of Sea Island 
cotton in Manchester, dated Nov. 16th, 1842. 

‘Fine yarns and goods remain as low in price as 
ever, and as producers we have a miserable trade. 
Our distress has been increased by the unwise, yn. 
generous and self-robbing tariff of the United States 

> 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. | and which, though professing to be passed for reve- 


nue and protection, is really passed for manufactur. 
ing plunder, in contradistinction to our own agricul- 
tural plunder. We hope that common sense and 
justice may prevail in your, as well as in our legis. 
lature.” 

Yo this we reply, that our legislature for many 
many years, sustained the course which the writer of 
the above would desire them to return to, undergo- 
ing during the whole period the “plunder” whieh he 
admits that the laws of England were inflicting upon 
us. Finding that we were becoming miserably im. 


| poverished by an endurance of such wrongs, it be. 


ed : 
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came the part of common sense and prudence to pro- 
tect ourselves as we could. Should the method we 
have adopted be effectual in bringing back the firsi 
offenders to such a share of “common sense and jus- 
tice” as the writer of the above prays for, we shall 
expect to see it demonstrated in their Jegislative 
enactments—by allowing us a reciprocity of ‘free 
trade”—admission for our products in their ports on 
reasonable terms, and then we shall be disposed to 
réciprocate. Tit then we hold on to what we have. 


THE NAVY. 
Tue Braziian sqvapron. The Robin Hocd, ar- 


rived at Boston, brings Rio de Janeiro dates to Ist 
November. 


The U.S. ships of the line Delaware, com. Mor- 

; Columbia, capt. Shubrick and schooner Enter- 
prise, capt. Wilson, were in port. The Enterprise 
“was to sail in two days for Buenos Ayres; the De}a- 
ware and Columbia would soon follow. 


The Columbia had a passage of 98 days from the 
U. States, touching at Fraya, S. Jago, for water. 
‘From thence she had a passage of four weeks to 
Rio. Fears had been entertrined for her safety, be- 
ing out so long. An officer writes that they had 
been on short allowance for some time before get- 
ting in. Since departing from New York she has 

. lost the following men, viz: ‘Thomas Cook, drowned 
9th Oct.; Geo. Baker, of Raymond, Cumberland 
co. marine, died 11th Sept.; John Homan, of Bos- 
ton, a German by birth, died 3d Oct. 


The U. S. brig Oregon, lieut. L. M. Powell, com- 
mander, sailed from New York onthe 9th, for the 
survey of the Gulf of Mexico, via Charleston. 
where she arrived on the 15th. 


East Inpia squvapron. U. S. ship Boston, June 
25th, 1842, Macao Roads. During the last twenty. 
five days we have been lying at Macao, waiting im- 
patiently for the negotiation of our bills on England, 
which are still in the market, which has not been 
affected for the better by the last news, March 19th, 
I have failed to get the letter I expected, and I now 































































































fear that we shall not remain here until another 
mail arrives. Lastletters are dated Dec. 12th, 1841, 
per Lowell. Since the above was written, we have 
had nearly one hundred cases on the sick list at 
once, and the frigate as many as one hundred and 
fifty, but they were colds and fevers of transient du- 
ration, and our sick list will soon be reduced to its 
usual limits, without a single fatal case. 


rather a heavy discount. 
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STATES OF 


THE UNION. 





PENNSYLVANIA. 
PREVIOUS PARDONS. 


stated by the Huntingdon Journal, as follows: 
In November, 1841, it seems that the grand jury 
of Huntingdon county presented three men named 


electors to vote for John Shaver, candidate for she- 
riff. The bill was sent up and the parties indicted. 


grounds, until the 15th ult. when the accused were 
brought up for trial. They appeared; but instead of 


the bar of the indictment. 
charged. 

Another case is mentioned in the Erie Chronicle, 
and is that of two men, Moody and Quiggle, who 
were tried and convicted of having passed counter- 
feit money, knowing it to be such. The evidence was 
conclusive and the trial fair. They were sentenced 
to three years’ imprisonment, and after an incarcera- 
tion of three or four hours, a pardon was received, 
and they are now set loose upon society. So much for 
the pardoning power in Pennsylvania. 


They were at once dis- 





VIRGINIA. 

The legislature of this state assembled at Rich- 
mond on the 5th inst. Mr. 
speaker of the senate without opposition. In the 
house Joz: Horttman, was elected speaker, and Mr. 
Mumford, clerk. 

The message of the acting Gov. J. M. Gregory, 
was communicated the same day. 
cupied in relation to the condition of the finances,— 
of which he remarks: 

‘In a time of profound peace, which has continu- 
ed for many years, with abundant crops, a daily de- 


ric condition of the money market of the world, we 


Couts, Leas and McVitty, for conspiring to influence | 


velopment of new sources of wealth, and a plietho- | 
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submitting the case to a jury, they produced a full | 
and unconditional pardon from governor Porter, in | 


of almost all sorts reduced in value, and the credit 
of the state and people nearly annihilated. 

“If we look abroad for a solution of our cohdi- 
tion, we can find nothing in the history of the past, 
from which we can draw the least aid. Look to 
England, to which, perhaps, we have accustomed 
ourselves to look too much already, and what do we 
see? A nation, with mineral and agricultural re- 
sources, hardly exceeding Virginia, with a public 
debt almest twenty times as large as the debts of the 
federal and state governments altogether, borrowing 
money of any of the nations of the world without 
difficulty, at from two to three per cent. interest— 
whilst our federal government finds great difficulty 
in borrowing small sums at six per cent., and the 
state governments cannot even borrow on as good 
terms as those.” 

After intimating broadly that the cause of this is 
owing to political parties, he proceeds to account for 
it particularly by referring to the internal improve- 
ment fever, leading the authorities to authorizing 
loans without making adequate provision for pay- 
ment of principal or interest. 

The Virginia state debt he estimates at 47,650,000, 
of which, there is due to individuals of the state 


about, - - . - $2,600,000 
To bank of the state, - - - 770,000 
To state and state institutions, 1,400,000 





$4,770.000 
610,000 


2,300,000 


$7,680,000 

The aggregate of items exceeds his estimate by a 
fraction of $30,000. We presume this occurred by 
speaking in round numbers. 

Of the resources of the state, he says: the state 
owns bank and other stocks to the amount of $12,- 
500,000. The internal improvement debt has been 
increased during the last year by $250,000 to the 
James River and Kanawha company, and $100,000 
to the board of public works. Thus the resources 
appear to be nearly double the indebtedness of the 
state—but, the stocks, except her cash stocks, yield 
little revenne—whereas the interest of the debt must 
be paid. After a severe philippic against repudiation 
on the part of.the states—regretting that congress 
had not done nothing, instead of passing a bankrupt 


=? 
law, which he conceives ‘thas entirely prostrated 


To citizens of other states and districts, 
Due to foreigners in G. Britain, France, 
Germany, Switzerland, about - 





The best | confidence and credit,” the governor says: 
offer we have had for our bills is 5s. 6d. sterling— | 


“The receipts into the treasury from taxes are 
now six hundred and fifty thousand dollars, indepen- 
dent of dividends upon stocks. The regular demands 
upon the treasury for all purposes, during the present 
fiscal year, will not be more than about nine hun- 


——~ | dred and six thousand dollars, exclusive of the sum 


of three hundred and sixty thousand dollars loan 


The Miners’ Journal com-| which was made under the authority of a law of the 
a of repeated exercises of this questionable power last legislature, to meet tle demands upon the trea- 
y Governor Porter. The facts in one case, are | sury. 


{ would suggest the propriety of creating a 


loan, for a few years, for the sum of four hundred 


thousand doilars, which will be sufficient to supply 
the present deficiency in the revenue. 


In order to pay off the debts of the state, I would 
recommend that the dividends, to be received from 


; , ' _all stocks, be first appropriated to the payment of the 
The trial was put off from time to time, on various | ie PPPs Pa) 


four hundred thousand dollars, which may be bor- 
rowed to supply the present deficiency in the reve- 
nue, and then set apart as a sinking fund, by which, 
without any greatly increased burden upen the peo- 
ple, the debt of the state, as it falls due, can be paid 
off. I deem it a matter of paramount importance 
for the state to show her determination to fulfil all 
her engagements—by doing so she will regain credit 
and confidence, which will, at once inure to the be- 
nefit of the people.” 

As the sum of $350,000 is due on the 15th of De- 
cember, the message urgé@s that the temporary loan 
be made at- once. The proposed stay law, which 


has been pressed in Virginia, receives but little favor 


at the hands of his excellency. 


/ever, we quote: 


Hontrer was elected 


‘What benefit can result to a community from a 
stay law? None, literally none; unless it be purcha- 
sed at the sacrifice of justice. If a stay law be pass- 
ed merely to defer the payment of debts, it can do 
no good; on the contrary, I think it would be pro- 
ductive of harm. If the payment of debts be defer- 


red, the amount will most certainly be increased by 


; interest, and probably cests, also. 
Much of it is oc- 


} 


1 hold that there 
isnot more than one man in fifty engaged in busi- 
ness, who can afford to pay six per cent. interest for 
money, and hence it seems to me, that the sure effect 
of such a law would be the ruin of the debtor class. 

Of the “Right of Search” law, passed by the le- 
gislature of 1841, he observes: 

“The act passed by the legislature, March the 


find ourselves greatly involved in debt, and property | 13th, 1841, entitled, “‘an act to prevent the citizens 


po 
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et 
eC rar, ae, 


of New York from carrying slaves. out of this ilies 
monwealth, and to prevent the escape of ~<a 
charged with the commission of any crime,” Sen 
into operation on the first. of May, 1842, in ee 
quence of the failure on the part of the constituy, 4 
authorities of New York to comply with our resins 
able demands. This law, so far, I doubt not 2 
been productive of good, as I have not heard of she 
slightest suspicion being entertained by any one that 
a Slave has been carried away by a northern vessel 
since it went into operation. I regret much the ne’ 
cessity for this law or any similar one, but jt wa. 
forced on us as the only peaceable means of protect, 
ing our property against the depredations of the foo). 
ish and mad abolitionists. Unless something speeq; 
ly be done by the great body of our northern breth, 
eren to arrest the mischievous designs of these fang. 
tics, it will become a question for the whole south 
to consider, whether they will longer continue jp 
union with a people who are resorting to every ap 
and device they can to rob them of their property.» 

The share of Virginia of the proceeds of the pub. 
lic lands, $37,000 48, the governor has declined to 
receive, leaving the whole matter to the action of 
the legislature. The rest of the message is devojeq 
to matters of mere local interest. 

Goy. James McDowe xt, of Rockbridge, has beey 
elected governor of the state. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Governor Ricuarpson retired from the executive 
duties, and Gov. Hammond was inaugurated on the 
12th inst. both of them making appropriate remarks 
upon theoccasion. Isaac Dunham Witherspoon was 
elected lieutenant governor. 

Congressional districts. The joint committee of the 
two houses met onthe 9th. ‘The project of Albert 
Rhett for districting the state was by a decisive vote, 
approved by the house committee. ‘The senate com- 
mittee approved of four of the districts, but adopted 
Mr. Higgins’ project for the other three. 

U.S. Senator. Col. Hunt, on the 9th, moved q 
message to the senate proposing to go into thie elec. 
tion of U.S. Senator, to succeed Mr. Calhoun, on 
the 12th inst.: Mr. Walker, of Charleston, and Mr, 
Frost opposed it,and proposed deferring the election 
until November next, in order to consult their con. 
stituents: a motion for an indefinite postponement 
was negatived, ayes 30, noes 83. ‘The message was 
then adopted and sent to the senate. That body, 
however, postponed the subject. 

The Louisville, Cincinnati and Charleston rail 


— 








His reasons, how- | 


‘road company have memorialized the legislature to 
resume the states’ original subscription to that work. 
A bill favorable to the petition of the L. C. & Charles. 
ton rail road company to be incorporated with the 
S. Carolina rail road company, and to have certain 
rights to build bridges opposite Augusta and Ham- 
burg, and for other purposes has been reported. 

Col. Hunt from the committee of federal rela- 
tions, reported a bill favorable to the petition to 
place the line packets from Georgetown to N. York 
on the same footing with the lines from Charleston 
to New York. 

Unirep Srates Senators. We heretofore noti- 
‘ced the election of Mr. McDuffie, to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Preston. 
| The resignation of J.C. Calhoun, esq. to take effect 
from the 4th of March next, being accepted, the le- 
gislature proceeded on the 15th inst. to the election 
of a senator in his place. Mr. Huger was elected 
‘on the thitd ballot. The following shows the result 





| of each ballot: Ist ballot. 2d ballot. 3d ballot. 
D. E. Huger, 56 61 82 
R. B. Rhett, 46 56 71 
F. W. Pickens, 30 23 — 
F. W. Davie, 29 18 3 
Scattering, 4 3 a 
The Baltimore Patriot says of Mr. Huger, ‘He 3s, 


of course, acting with the dominant party in the 
state, but was not, we believe, supported by the espe 
cial and peculiar friends of Mr. Calhoun. He was 
one of the most decided opponents of the rank heresy 
of nullification, when Mr. Calhoun led on his party 
to the point of dissolving the union, and is, altogether, 
about the best man that could have been chosen 
from South Carolina, under the present rulers of that 
state.” 


INDIANA. 

The LEGISLATURE met on the 5th inst. Thomas 
D. Walpole was elected president of the senate, 
over J. Collins, whig. In the house, Thomas J. Hen 
ley was elected speaker, on the first ballot, over Dr. 
Bradley, whig. 

The majority in the house, by giving a contested 
seat to a Van Buren claimant, have thereby balanced 
the whig majority in the senate, on joint ballot. 
This may prevent the choice of a United States sev@ 
tor during the session. 
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The state finarices are in 2 wretched, hopeless con- 


dition. Gov. Bigger’s message says nearly the en- 
tire revenue of the state, for the past year, will be 
id in treasury notes on the state treasury. This 
eaves the treasury nearly destitute of means to pay 
the members of the legislature, the various public 
officers, and the current expenses of the government. 
The state’s share of the land money is $26,877 66. 
The general government has withheld of this sum, 
13,975, to back interest due on the bonds of the 
state, purchased by the general government, and in- 
yested in the Chickasaw and Choctaw annuities, leav- 
ing a balance to the credit of the state of $12,902 66, 
which is all the money the state has to pay the ex- 
nses of the year! 
The message says nearly the whole of the sus- 
nded debt of the state will prove a total loss! not 
more than half a million of the collateral securities 
are good for anything. Concerning repudiation, he 


says: 

‘at is the future which must determine whether 
we are a faith-keeping people. As for myself, | 
have a deep and abiding confidence in the integrity 
and enterprise of the people of Indiana, in the ex- 
tent to which her resources may be developed, and 
jn the realization of those means which can and will 
be applied to discharge those obligations, the avoid- 
ance of which will bring upon us merited and lasting 
infamy.” . 

The condition of the state bank, on the 31st of Oc- 
tober, is stated. Its discounts were $2,867,917; its 
specie $799,047. The circulation was $1,732,518; 
the deposits $1,811,248. 

ARKANSAS. 

On the 22d ult., Col. Sevier was re-elected U.S. 
senator by the legislature of this state, having re- 
ceived 71 votes, in opposition to Pike, the whig can- 
didate, who received 10 votes. 





MISSOURI. 

Tut Messace or Governor Reynoips is very 
long, and a Jarge portion of it is devoted to national 
subjects. Banks and bank notes are in bad odor 
with his excellency. ‘The single district system for 
electing representatives to congress, is denounced 
and he strenuously urges the legislature to protest 
“against this first and alarming attempt on the part 
of the federal government to control, by its mandate, 
the legislation of the state.” 

The distribution of the proceeds of the public 
lands is attacked with all energy. The passage, by 
the house of representatives,of the bill to declare 
the boundary between Missouri and Iowa, is object- 
edto. The bankrupt law is denounced—the proprie- 
ty of abolishing imprisonment for debt during its ex- 
istence being suggested. The penitentiary for life 
is recommended as fit punishment for the abolition- 
ists, who seize every opportunity to seduce slaves 
from their masters, and aid them in making their 
escape; and the importance of protecting the wes- 
tern frontier from the Indians asssembed there, is 
urged both upon congress and ‘the legislature. 

The rest of the message is devoted to state affairs. 
Of its financial condition this account is given: 

“There has been paid into the treasury, from the 
ordinary sources of revenue, for the two last fiscal 
years, exclusive of the balance in the treasury on 
the 30th September, 1840, $266,518 81, and the 
the disbursements for the same period amount to 
$233,930 16, leaving a balance in the treasury of 
$33,588 65. 

This excess, produced, in part, by the collector of 
the county of St. Louis depositing monthly the 
amount of revenue collected, instead of reserving the 
whole amount, as heretofore, until his annual settle- 
ment on the first of December. 

The bonds authorised to be issued by the act enti- 
led “An act to issue state bonds to pay the state 
debt,” approved, February 15, 1841, were disposed of 
at par after being made to bear ten per cent interest 
Per annum. This was the lowest rate of interest at 
Which the bonds could be sold. 

The most of these bonds, having been sold in the 
tity of New York, and payment for them made there, 
the amount of premium upon the exchange, $5,219 

» Was passed, by the bank of the state of Missouri, 
lo the credit of the state, and has been applied to the 
payment of the interest upon the bonds. 


The seven per cent bonds, issued under the authori- 
'y of the act supplementary to the previously recited 
act, Were purchased by the contractors upon the Ca- 
pito!, there Yeing no other persons proposing to pur- 
chase them. 

Iregret to inform you that the fund, set apart and 
pledged for the payment of the interest upon the 
‘nds. authorised to be issued at the last session of 
Me legislature, has fallen far short of the amount 
‘icipated. ‘This failure has resulted in part, from 


law imposing a tax upon money loaned at interest, 
and upon money invested in the purchase of notes 
and bonds, and to which I have before alluded. The 
deficiency has been met by the bank, out of the reve- 
nue deposited with it, to cover which there should be 
a special appropriation. 

The faith of the state, which should forever re- 
main untarnished, requires that the interest upon the 
bonds should be promptly met, and I am well satis- 
fied that this can be done, 1f my recommendations in 
relation to the assessment and collection of the reve- 
nue, and to cost in criminal cases, shall receive the 
favorable consideration of the legislature. 

There is a considerable sum due the bank for in- 
terest upon money advanced to the state for the erec- 
tion of the capitol, the pay of the trodps, and for in- 
ternal improvement. Although these loans were not 
made in accordance with law, yet as the state re- 
ceived and applied the money, it seems to be due to 
the bank that the interest, at least, should be prompt- 
ly paid, and it is hoped that suitable provision will be 
made for this purpose.” 








MISCELLANEOUS. 


PORTUGUESE JOE. 

“The worst is death, and death will have his day.” 
Poor ‘‘old Joe’*—*‘*Portuguese Joe,” long and well 
known among us all, has made his final exit from 
life through means of a fearful and terrible casualty. 
He was a man of many excellent natural parts, and 
there is not one who ever knew him that does not 
cherish kindly remembrance of the man, as well as 
profound regret for his frightful and melancholy end. 
He was burned to death by the fire in Exchange 
Place yesterday morning, and from the position in 
which his blackened corpse was found, it would seem 
that he had rushed from his bed and found his escape 
cut off by flames upon the staircase. In the mean- 
time the raging element shut off his retreat to the 
window, and he was found crouched in a corner of 
the staircase, blackened and scorched by the fire and 
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in a broken voice, “poor old Joe! he’s gone at las” 
Well, well, God bless him!” There was an elegy fi: 
for a mitred head, or a prince in his jewelled shroud. 


We hate to advert to the horrid scene of his death; 
but there is one little incident connected with it that 
we must mention. His watch chain was found melt- 
ed on his bosom, and links of the pure metal run into 
his breast, as though Death, cold and callous as he 
is, had tried to encase the brave old man’s heart in a 
casket of gold. His memory is enshrined still more 
puasieeng in the friendship of the many friends he 

as left behind him. 

Yesterday afternoon between four and five o’clock, 
the Washington Battalion, under the command of 
captain Tracy, formed in front of Royal street. The 
solemn music of the dead was played, and the coffin 
of the old man, covered with the glorious flag of our 
native land—the symbol he had perilled his life to 
honor—borne in front of the line. There, save the 
music, all noise was hushed, and all hearts like 


“Muffled drums were beating 
Funeral marches to the grave.” 

He was followed to his last resting place by the 
military, and a large concourse of our citizens, and 
poor, good old Joe, who three-days ago was in the 
full flush of health, now lies in his narrow bed in 
Cypress grove. Light be the turf upon the old man’s 
head, and green his resting place. ; 

And is there not a moral.in all this? Ay, there is, 
and a beautiful one, although when drawn from the 
present subject, it is like the smile that we see rest- 
ing on the pale brow of the dead. The moral teaches 
us that the bold, brave hearts of our countrymen look 
not upon the station, but the services of our adopted 
citizens. He was a man, in an humble sphere of life, 
knighted by his own patriotism and respected for his 
own virtues. No quartered shield was his, nor did 
his blood flow from a ‘‘noble” channel—genius never 
flitted over him with her lightning wings—nor 
did the yellow gold swell his coffers, yet the Templar 
of the olden time was not honored more than he. 





with his lower extremities crisped into a cinder. A 
more terrible death has not been recorded among 
us in many months. To be startled from the calm 
slumber of midnight into the greatest terror that can 
affright humanity, is perhaps a degree of horror that 
living beings may only partially conceive. 

We long since heard an anecdote of poor old Joe, 
that obtained somewhat of local knowledge by ver- 
bal communication from one to the other. He was 
captain of the main-top on board of commodore 
McDonough’s ship ‘‘Saratoga,’’ at the famous battle 
of Lake Champlain, at the time that the American 
flag was shot from the mast. In the very heatof the 
action, when shot were flying thick as hail, he stuck 
a hammer in his belt, a dozen nails in his pocket, the 
flag in his mouth, and mounted to the mast head.— 
All means of fastening the flag in any other manner 
had yanished long before in progress of the engage- 
ment. Joe nailed the flag to the topmast and de- 
scended safely to the deck amid the énthusiastic 
cheers of his shipmates! ‘This anecdote we had often 
intended to tell before, but, among many other mat- 


The banner of the proudest land on earth, wrapped 
his coffin, and a phalanx of the bravest men followed 
him to his grave. 

Our praise has been sneered at by foreigners, as 
vulgar, and our rewards as miserly; but let them re- 


collect it is our all—the “‘widow’s mite.” 


Louis D’Jose was humble and poor, but he was a 
brave man and a patriot, and from one end of this 
mighty land of ours, his memory will be cherished, 
and his gallantry embalmed in a nobler sarcophagus 
than that which held the Egyptian king—the annals 
of a free republic. And such is the reward given 
by*Americans to the patriot. 

[New Orleans Tropic. 
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MUTINY AND EXECUTION. 
An incident of which we have no parallel in the 


history of our country, has startled the sensibilities 


ters well worthy of type, it has remained in neglect. 
‘“‘Portuguese Joe” is now unconscious of al! things 
sublunary; and frightful, harrowing to all human 
sensation as his sufferings must have been, we at least 
know that they were brief. The bar of the Mer- 
chants’ exchange was closed entirely from business 
yesterday, and a gloom pervaded the place painful to 
all who were accustomed to visit it. Everybody who 
ever knew Joe liked him, and his abrupt but honest 
manner of treating guests was understood by all. 
Poor fellow! He did ‘this country some service,” 


least let us accord to him, as far as newspaper record 
may go, some remembrance of his gallant act on 
board the Saratoga. 


we found some trouble in ascertaining yesterday. He 
was called, when addressed properly, Louis D’Jose, 
and he will be consigned to the tomb to-day. We 
know not when we have been pained in noticing the 
demise of a braver or an honester man.—New Or- 
leans Picayune, Nov. 30th. 

The Tropic of the Ist inst. makes the following 
notice of ‘‘poor old Joe’s funeral:” 

From an early hour yesterday morning, until the 
procession started, thousands stopped to take a last 
view of the brave old man’s blackened form. The 
room in which he lay was neatly decorated with 
crape, and it was a thrilling sight to mark how deati 
had usurped the place of hie. Where business, the 
cheerful rattle of the glasses, the smile, and the 
pledge of friendship once was heard,now was changed 
to a place crowded with meu with gloomy faces—a 
smothered murmur filled the room—the visiters 





*heglect of many of the assessors to execute the 


shook their heads, and looked to the floor, muttering 


Known here by almost everybody only as ‘‘Portu- | 
guese Joe,” few were aware of his right name, which 


of the whole people. Moralizing, on a case like this, 
would be superfluous. Every feeling and faculty of 
human nature is at once called into place and re- 
sponds to the simple detail of facts, which it is our 
painful duty to record. 

The arrival on Thursday, the 15th instant, of the 
_U. S. brig Somers, commander Slidell Mackenzie, in 
| New York harbor, from a cruise on the coast of Af- 


rica, via St. Thomas, was announced in the papers 





and for that alone he deserved a better fate. At’ of that city. From those announcements, which 


reached us just as our last number was preparing for 
| press, nothing of the tragedy which had occurred 
could have been imagined. ‘Their tenor was to the 
following effect,—we extract from the New York 


| Express: 

“The Somers sailed from Monrovia, Liberia, on the 
night of the 11th November. ‘There were no Ame- 
rican yessels at Monrovia. The colony was in a 
flourishing condition, bidding fair to realize eventu- 
ally the hopes of its enlightened and benevolent 
founders. The colonists are being more dis, osed 
than heretofore to devote themselves to agricultural 
pursuits—barter with the natives, buying as cheap as 
possible and selling as dear, having hitherto been 
their almost exclusive pursuit. Sugar and coffee, 
said to equal the first Mocha and of*miost abund- 
ant yield, promise to become valuable staples.— 
The eolonisis recently arrived in the Maripoza 
are doing well. There had been comparatively few 
deaths among them. ‘heir previous. pursuits had 
been chiefly agricultural, and they were expected tg 
prove a valuable accession fo the colony, 
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The Somers arrived at St. Thomas on the evening headed by an officer, to murder the captain and 
of the 4th December, after a passage of 23 days; principal officers, except the surgeon, and turn pi- 
procured water and necessary supplies, and sailed rates. 


thence in the night of the 5th December, and has | 


performed her passage from St. Thomas in 8 days, Midshipman Spencer and two of the petty officers 
and 16 hours, and from Liberia in less than 31 days. | were immediately arrested, and enquiries set on foot 
The chief news at St. Thomas, was that war had to ascertain the extent of the mutiny. Investiga- 
broken out between Spain and the republic of Hayti. | tion proved it to be to a mest alarming extent. The 
kaded by a squadron from captain called upon the officers to express their opi- 
Several English men-of-| nion as to what measures the exigencies of the case 
war had gone thither to look after British interests.| required. After a formal investigation, they gave | 
Four or five mail steamers were expected to meet at it, as their unanimous opinion, that the safety of the 
St. Thomas, now the general rendezvous of their! ship and crew required that the ringleaders should 

he West Indies, on the 8th inst., for the | be put to death; and, after giving them a short time 
distribution of the mails, thence to separate for their for preparation, they were swung up at the yard 


Port au Prince was b 
‘Havana and Porto Rico: 


packets in t 


respective destinations. 


‘The Somers has been absent 3 months and a day, 
has made the Azores, touched at Madeira, Teneriffe, 
Port Baya, Cape Messurado and St. Thomas, and was 
at anchor 107 hours. The officers and crew are in 
excellent health.” 





On Sunday, however, intimations reached us from | 
New York on one hand, and at the same time from 
Washington on the other, to which it had been eon- 
veyed by an officer of the Somers, who reached that 
city on Saturday by express, of a solemn tragedy 
having occurred on board that vessel during her voy- 
age. As the officers would authorise no publications, 
thousands of rumors, many of them of course ex- 
ceedingly erroneous, had found their way into the | 
daily papers. We refrain from inserting any of, 
them, except such as appear to have emanated from 
at least semi-official sources. 


Immediately on receiving commander Macken- 
zie’s report of his voyage, the government ordered, 
and it is presumed that officer asked, a court of en- 
quiry. Without naming those detailed, the Madiso- 
nian states that the court will consist of officers of | 
the first.grade in the navy. Their investigation will 


The most energetic measures became necessary.— 


arm. Confessions of guilt were made by Spencer 
and one of the men, and the justice of their sen-' 
tence acknowledged with their dying breath. In 
Spencer’s neckcloth was found a paper written in 
cipher detailing the whole plan. - 

The crew was torise at night in his watch, and 
the mutiny to commence by a sham fight on the fore- 
castle—he was to conduct them aft as if to report 
them to the officer of the deck. They, in. turn, 
were to appear greatly excited; and, as if eagar, 
each one to tell his own story, were to crowd around 
the officer, and clapping their hands on his mouth, 
throw him overboard. In the mean time, others 
were to go down, as if for the purpose of calling 
the captain and first lieutenant, and stab them in 
their sleep. The quarter deck guns, loaded with 
grape, were then to be pointed down the hatches, 
and those wha had not joined, shot down or brought 
to terms. They were then to cruise off N. York 
for packet ships, supplying themselves with wives 
from the passengers, murder the rest, and rob and 
sink the prizes, that no traces might be left. It is 
impossible to conceive a more trying and awfully 
responsible situation than that in which the officers 
of this ship were placed. Alone upon the wide 
ocean, with no marines, and but one lieutenant to 
support the captain; witha crew of only 15 petty 
officers and seamen, among 70 odd boys—and two of 
the most influentialof these 15. ringleaders of the 
mutiny, and others giving it their countenance; with 





no doubt be radica], and the truth will be as fully | 
developed as it is now possible it ever can be. For | 
that development the public and all concerned should | 
wait with composure. The investigation belongs in 
the first place to the executive department, and it is 
to be heped will be confided to them without inter- 
ference. The respectability of the navy and that of 
its officers are deeply at stake—and must be redeem- 
ed. Justice must be awarded, let judgment fall 
wherever it may, upon high or low. The oceasion 
nerves every citizen to demand of the authorities 
who have the case in charge, to fulfil their obliga- 
tions and measure out to every one whatever his 
conduct may have merited. Meantime, a respectful 
forbearance even in forming an opinion of those who, 
at all events, have had an awful responsibility to en- 
counter on one hand, and towards the friends of 
those who have awfully suffered on the other; to re- 
frain from judging until the facts are fully ascertain- 
ed, is the duty of every one—dictated alike by rea- 
son and by humanity. 


The responsibility of commander Mackenzie was 
the more delicate and individual, as he had no au- 
thority of law to convene a court martial,—and if he 
had, he had neither officers to constitute it or to 
maintain authority during its formalities. Which of 
the crew or officers were then to be trusted, was 
doubtful. The storm appeared to be still brewing, 
and it was obvious that a rescue was meditated, in 
all probability, with a view to consummate the mu- 
tiny. It was truly a position of fearful responsibili- 
ties. 

The Madisonian of the 19th inst. contains the fol- 
lowing apparently semi-official, as a communication: 


Tue TRAGEDY. On Saturday last an officer ar- 
rived, express, from the U. S. brig Somers, com- 
mander Slidell Mackenzie, New York, with des- 

atches relating toa most awful occurrence which 
fies taken place on board that vessel. The Somers 
it will be recollected, was manned chiefly with ap- 
prentice boys, and sailed about three months ago for 
the coast of Africa. While on her return tothe U. 


States, it became known to the commander that 
there was a conspiracy on foot among the crew. 





ee 


reason to believe that a majority of the youths were 
implicated; and not knowing how far the plot had 


* of re ae 
constitution and laws of the country. Various pub- 
lications have however appeared in the New York pa- 
ers, and been copied into a paper of extensive circy- 
ation at the seat of government, giving versions of the 
transaction, the materials for which, if not the ver. 
sions themselves, were obviously furnished by some 
officers who had a hand in the bloody deed. This ig 
evident from their containing some facts which could 
be known only to those oflicers—but so perverted, so 
exaggerated, and interspersed with somuch surmise, 
and so much downright falsehood, as to evince the 
deep anxiety felt to make sure of the first impression 
on the public mind. An awful responsibility rests 
on those officers, and above al} on their commander, 
Without the least desire to render that responsibility 
more hazardous than it now is, it is still deemed an 
act of simple and bare justice to the memory of the 
slain, to say that an examination of the papers trans- 
mitted by Com. Mackenzie show these facts: 

Ist. That acting midshipman Spencer was put in 
double irons on the 25th of November, and the boat- 
swain’s mate Samuel Cromwell, and seaman Elisha 
Small, on the day following, on a charge of intended 
mutiny. 

2d. That no disorder of a mutinous character ap- 
peared among the crew for the four succeeding days; 
that the vessel was going with good breezes and in 
good weather towards the island of St. ‘Thomas, 
where she actually arrived and took in supplies on 
some day between the Ist and Sth of December. 


3d. That on the 30th of November, the opinion of 
the officers was required by commander Mackenzie 
as to the disposition of the prisoners; that they ap- 
pear to have examined thirteen seamen as witnesses 
to prove the alleged mutiny, (and who are therefore 
supposed innocent of any participation in it), which 
examination was had, so far as the papers show, 
in the absence of the prisoners, and without giving 
them any opportunity to cross-examine the witnesses 
or to make any explanation or defence, or to pro- 
cure any testimony in their own behalf. These of. 
| ficers, without eyen the form of a court, without 
even the obligation of an oath, and upon this ex parte 
secret information, united in the opinion that the 
safety of the vessel required that the prisoners should 
be put to death! How far this recommendation was 








extended among the officers themselves, the case 
was one which called for the utmost decision and 
energy; these circumstances, the staading of com- 
mander Mackenzie and his officers in the service; 
the fact that lieut. Gansevoort, the oldest officer on 
board except the captain, was an acquaintance and 


friend of young Spencer and his family; all com- 


bine to show the strongest and most urgent necessity 
for the course pursued. 


rate, and the othera slaver; doubtless, it was the in- 
fluence of these men, who were in Spencer’s watch, 


would request a suspension of public opin.on. 


notice in reference to the subject: 


influenced by the acts or fears of Mr. Mackenzie, 
does not appear. 

| 4th. That on the Ist of December, when every 
‘thing and person on board the vessel were perfectly 
| quiet, after four days of entire security, the three 
persons were, by order of Mackenzie, hung at the 
| yard arm at mid-day. 

| The allegation, in some of the papers, that it was 
| proved to have been the intention of the mutineers to 


e | ° . +s ry. , : 
Cromwell, one of the men hung,had been a pi-| execute their project on arriving at St. Thomas, ts 


| wholly destitute of any evidence. And had it been 
| their design, it was effectually justified so far as these 


that led this youth to such an extremity. Full par-} prisoners were concerned, by their confinement. At 
liculars of the whole case have not yet transpired;| St. Thomas, any of the crew might have been left, 
the foregoing are derived from an authentic source,| and the power of the officers of the vessel strength 
but, until the case be fully before the public, we | ened to any extent that was necessary. 


| The statement in the Intelligencer, copied appar- 
|ently from the New York American, that Spencer 


The Madisonian of the 20th contains the following | yjolated an engagement formerly made to resign, 


Bc 4 “st lip 
i seems to have been deemed necessary to prejucice 


. . . ° 4 7:4 x le f 
We are authorised to say that a full account of| the public mind against him, that those who siew 


yet been received at the navy department. 
to it. 
expects to receive by the next mail. 


terials for forming it shall be furnished. 


the circumstances of this distressing case, has not| him might have a more favorable hearing. jac 
The se-| true; he did resign, and the secretary of the navy, 
cretary of the navy has expressed no opinion upon} on the recommendation of his ar gg age 
the subject, and has taken no official action in regard | considering the nature and cicnusaigness..of ine ° 


He is waiting for further accounts, which he ah woe dome without the 
An official | strong admonition; and this was done without li 


statement will be given as soon as the necessary ma-| Solicitation of any of his friends. 


On the same day the same paper contained the 


It is un- 


fence (inebriation,) restored his warrant, with a 


His age is repre- 
sented in the same paper to have been over twenty. 
ad he lived, he would have been nineteen the 25 
of January next. 

As to the probability that such a mere boy—utler 





following communication, which we see the public 
papers generally attribute to the pen of the father of | 
the deceased midshipman—the secretary of war.— | 
The Madisonian, without having guarded the reader 
from such an inference, premises its insertion in the 
following language: 

In consideration of the source whence the commu- 
nication signed ‘S$’ emanated, we placed it in the 
hands of the printers without reading it. Although 
we give the writer an opportunity to be heard through 
our columns, yet we desire to hold ourselves entirely 
uncommitted on the subject for the present. 

COMMUNICATED. 

The friends of young Spencer, who was executed, 
together with two seamen, on the Ist inst. would 
have been content to abide the investigation which 
the laws of the country require in such cases, and 
would have trusted to that justice which our tribu- 











nals award to all entitled to the protection of the! 





ly unacquainted with navigation—brought up in the 
interior would seriously endeavor to seduce to mutiny 
an old seaman who had arrived at the rank of boat 
swain’s mate, and who is represented to have been 
employed heretofore on board a slaver, or to a 
been a pirate—an impartial tribunal before whic! 
both sides will be heard, will determine. 

The idea of the mutineers cruising off Sandy Hook 
to intercept the packets, seems to have been ee 
in for the special benefit of the merchants ol rer 
York. The papers, such as they are, contain no sue 
information. 


The only account we have, given by Spencer him- 
self, is, that it wasall a joke. If it shall appear to 
have been the mere romance of a heedless boy, amt 
ing himself, it is true, in a dangerous manner, but 
still devoid of such murderous designs as are imput- 
ed, and if the execution of him and two seamen 
(against one of whom at least, there is not yet a pal 
ticle of evidence) should prove to have been the re 
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guit of unmanly fear, or of a despotic temper, and 
wholly unnecessary at the time fo repress or prevent 
a munity—ifall this can appear, it cannot be doubted 
that the laws will be vindicated. The laws of con- 
gress prescribing the navy regulations, forbid the tak- 
ing of human life, even by the sentence of a court 
martial, before which all parties are heard, without 
the sanction of the presidentof the United States, or, 
if without the United States, of the commander. of 
the fleet or squadron. © This is believed to be the first 
instance in our history in which the law has been 
yiolated—the first in which prisoners—not of the 
enemy, but of our own citizens—have been been put 
to death in cold blood. 

These remarks are made, not toexcite prejudice, 
put to repel the attempt to create it, and to enable 
the American people to see what mighty principles 
are involved in this unheard-of proceeding. Let jus- 
tice be done; Jet it not be denied, because one of the 
yictims was connected with a high functionary of 
government, nor because another is unknown, and 
has not a friend or relation on the face of the earth. 
And let not wanton opprobrium be heaped upon the 
memory of the dead, to justify the bloody deeds of 
the living. S. 


The New York Courier of Monday has the fol- 
lowing circumstantial narrative of the late mutiny 
and execution on board the U. S. brig Somers: 

Now that the matter is before the public, we fee! 
fully authorised to give the facts of this extraordi- 
nary, yet entirely yustifiable proceeding, in the full 
conviction that the truth and the whole truth, is what 
the public are entitled to know, and upon which | 
alone ean a correct judgment in the premises be 
formed. We would merely premise, that although | 
our account is not official, and although it may not 
comport with Mr. Mackenzie’s notions of naval 
etiquette to approve of such a detailed statement as 
we are prepared to give, yet it may be relied upon as | 
actually embracing most of the particulars of that 
gentleman’s report to the secretary of the navy; and | 
as we do not hold ourselyes responsible to the distin-| 
guished naval officers now on this station for what) 
we may deem proper to make public under existing | 
circumstances, we hope that they will agree with us, | 
that the sooner the truth reaches the public the bet- | 
ter it will be for all parties as well as for the char-| 
acter of the navy; and in consequence, not give) 
themselves any unnecessary trouble to ascertain our) 
source of information. 

The Somers sailed from this port about three | 
months since, with a crew of eighty apprentices, | 
eighteen ordinary seamen, and an orderly sergeant} 
of marines, who acted as master at arms. She was| 
commanded by master commandant Siidell Macken- | 
zie, well known to the navy as one of our most ex- 
emplary officers, and to the literary world as the an- 
thorof a “Year in Spain.” Her officers consisted 
of lieut. Gansevoort, of Albany, and five or six 
midshipmen among whom was Philip Spencer, son 
of the secretary of war, and two sons of commo- 
dore Perry. Having delivered the despatches with | 
which he was charged, tothe commanding officer on | 
the coast of Africa, capt. Mackenzie sailed for this, 
port with the publicly avowed intention of touching | 
at St. Thomas for provisions previous to coming cn | 
our coast at this season of the year. A day or two) 
previous to December Ist, and when the vessel] was | 
within five or six hundred miles from St. Thomas, 
midshipman Spencer hinted a part of his plans to| 
Mr. Wales, the purser’s steward, who affected al 
hearty co-operation, took an oath of secrecy, &e. | 
which Spencer administered to him, when he was | 
made more fully acquainted with the plan of the| 
mutineers. ‘They had arranged to raise a scuffle on | 
the forecastle some night after leaving St. Thomas, | 
while the deck was in charge of midshipman Rodg- | 

| 
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ers, anephew of the late commodore John Rodgers; 
and when the men engaged in it would of course be 
ordered aft to account for the cause of the distur- 
bance, and when Mr. Rodgers was thus engaged, they 
were to seize, gag, and throw him overboard, with as 
little noise as possible. Spencer was then to enter 
the cabin and kill capt. Mackenzie; and others were | 
appointed to be stationed at the main hatch, through | 
which the crew must pass to get on deck, and at the 
Steerage hatch, through which all the officers except | 
the captain, must pass. All the officers, except the | 
surgeon, were to be murdered and thrown over- 
board; and the crew, who were below, were to be 
mustered on deck. 
pointed forward, to secure the mutineers from an 
attack, and such of the crew who had not yet join- 
ed, but who then elected to come in with them, 
were to be admitted, while the others were to be 
thrown overboard. 

They were then to get out all the boats and light- 
en the vessel; after which they were to make for 


| lar attempt. 


The two alter guns were to be | 
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They were then to cruise in search of merchant ves- 
sels, trading between this port and Europe; which 
after being plundered, and the males on board killed, 
were to be indiscriminately sunk; and if there chanc- 
ed to be any females, they were to be taken on board 
the Somers, violated, and retained so Jong as the pi- 
rates might desire, when they also were to be com- 
mitted to the deep! The arrangement for the divi- 
sion of the spoils, fhe allotment of the females, the va- 
rious officers on board, &c., were all completed, and 
drawn up in detail if Spencer’s HAND-WRITING; and 
he assured Mr. Wales that he had twenty of the 
crew with him sure. 

From the moment Spencer made the above cir- 
cumstances known to Mr. Wales, he was watched 
with Argus eyes by Samuel Cromwell, boatswain’s 
mate, and Elisha Small, seaman, who were the prin- 
cipal ringleaders with Spencer, and who threatened 
to throw him overboard, the moment they saw the 
least signs of defection in him, or had the least 
cause to suspect that he had made or intended to 
make any disclosures to any person. 

Mr. Wales, not daring to communicate with capt. 
Mackenzie, made all the circumstances as detailed 
by midshipman Spencer, known to the purser, who 
promptly conveyed the intelligence to capt. Maeken- 
zie, when measures were immediately taken to as- 
cerlain the truth of the case. Spencer’s papers 
were thereupon examined, and all the details of 
their plans as narrated by Wales, were fully confirm- 
ed. Spencer, Cromwell and Small, were then se- 
cured, and all hands being mustered on deck, capt. 
Mackenzie addressed them on the subject of the 
proposed mutiny, apprising them that all the plans 
of the mutineers had been diseovered and frustrated, 
and warning them of the consequences of any simi- 


Capt. Mackenzie then addressed a circular letter 
to each of the officers on board the vessel, except the 
acting milshipmen, requestiug their opinion as to the 
course of conduct which should be pursued towards 
Spencer and the two men who had been arrested 
with him. Each one returned for answer that they 
deserved immediate death, and Captain Mackenztp’s | 
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suspected to be concerned, were permitted to go t® 
duty until they reached this port, when they were also 
ironed and sent on board the North Carolina. 

The following are the names of the men and boys 
now confined on board the receiving ship, and await- 
ing the action of the navy department: 

Charles A. Wilson, sail maker’s mate. 

Daniel McKinley landsman. 

Benjamin F. Green, ordinary seaman (apprentice.) 

Alexander McKee, 2d class apprentice. 

George W. Warner, ordinary seaman (apprentice. ) 

Chas. G. Golderman, landsman (apprentice. ) 

Eugene Sullivan, Ist class apprentice. 

George Kneavah, landsman (apprentice. ) 

Richard Hamilton, Ist class apprentice. 

Charles Van Velsor, ordinary seaman (apprentice.) 

Henry Waltham, (muiatto) wardroom steward. 

Edward Gallia, (mulatto) steerage cook. 


These are unquestionably the material facts at- 
tending this attempt to seize upon a national ship 
and convert her into a pirate, and the consequent 
prompt and just punishment of the ringleaders.— 
What adds greatly to the disgraceful character of 
this dangerons and daring attempt to obtain possession 
of a national vessel, is the fact that one of the officers 
of the ship devised and was at the head of the project- 
ed mutiny; and when we bearin mind that Spencer 
informed Waxes that he had a confederate at the Isle of 
Pines where the Somers had not been, and that his 
chief confederates, CRomweit and Sma.u, shipped 
on board after Spencer had joined, there can be no 
reasonable doubt that the mutiny was arranged in 
this port. 


What confirms this supposition is the fact now as- 
certained, that Spencer declared before his departure 
that he would never return to this city, and on the 
passage out assumed to be able to tell men’s for- 
tunes, and assured his fellow midshipmen in the 
steerage that they had not long to live! words which 
at the time were treated as badinage, but which 
were doubtless based upon a knowledge of his des- 
perate schemes. 


All the petty officers who remained true to their 


opinion coinciding with that of his officers, it was de-| flag, have behaved in the most exemplary manner; 


termined to carry the punishment into immediate exe- | 
cution. All hands were accordingly called to wit- 
ness punishment. Whips were then rove into each | 





and the serjeant of marines, whose name has escap- 
ed us, left the sick report on the day the mutiny 
was discovered, and performed his duty daily until 


~ hs | wi seers ° aa ae Rts 
end of the fore yard arm, and one on the inner part} his arrival in port, when he was conveyed to the 


of the yard. 
deck and informed of the punishment about to be| 
executed upon them. Sma. at once fully confessed | 
his fault, and asked most penitently the forgiveness 
of his commander and the officers, which was at once | 
accorded to him. He then obtained permission to! 
address the crew, which he did, warning them against | 
permitting themselves ever to be seduced as he had | 
been, iuto the committal of the crime for which he | 
was about to suffer death. 

Srencer asked a respite of ren minutes for him-| 
self and companions in guilt, in order that they might | 
prepare to die. Tis was granted, and he was asked if} 
he wished to write to his father or nother; but he replied | 
that ue pip Not. He then acknowledged his guill and 
lie justice of his punishment, and remarked that he 
would rather meet such a death there (at sea) than | 
to be subjected to the infamy of exposure on shore. 
The ten minutes asked for by Spencer was extended | 
to upwards of one hour, nearly the whole of which | 
time was employed by him in endeavoring to obtain 
forgiveness of Smauu, having seduced him into the 
committal of acrime for which he was so soon to 
expiate with his life. Sma. withheld his forgiveness 
for a length of time; but atlast in reply to Spencer’s 
oft reiterated request of ‘‘Do forgive me Sma.t,” he 
said that he fully pardoned him. 

Every thing being in readiness, the noose was 
placed around the neck of each of the culprits, and 
the officers were stationed about the deck to see that 
every man had both hands on the ropes. About one 
o’clock, (sea time) on the Ist of December, the sig- 





nal for execution was given by firing a gun to lee- | 


ward, and the guilty men were run up. 

After hanging about an hour the bodies were low- 
ered down and delivered to their several messmates 
to be laid out and sewed up; and in the evening they 
were committed to the deep, Captain Mackenzie 
reading the service usual on the occasion of burials at sea. 

Smauui’s last words were to invoke a blessing on 
the American flag, and to ask forgiveness for having 


so dishonored it; but the others died without any | 
Immediately after the execu-| 


marks of penitence. 
tion ali hands were called to cheer ship; and three 
hearty cheers were given for the American flag, 
which was then waving at the gaff} after which all 
hands were piped down, and the usual duties of the 
vessel were resumed. 

Four of the men who appeared to be most deeply 
implicated, were placed in irons immediately upon 





the Isle of Pines, where they were to meet a confederate. 


the discovery of the projected mutiny; but the others 





The prisoners were then brought on hospital seriously and dangerously ill. 


P.S. The mutiny we believe, was discovered to 
capt. Mackenzie on the 29th of November, and the 
culprits executed on the Ist December. This sad 
alternative, we have reason to suppose, was expe- 
dited by a movement among the disaffected which 
looked Jike an attempt at rescue. 

The following is a list of the oficers of the Somers 
when she sailed from this port: 

Commander—* Alexander S. Mackenzie. 

Lieutenant—*Guert Gansevoort. 

Acting master—*M. C. Perry. 

Purser—H. M. Heiskell. 

Assistant surgeon—R. W. Lincock. 

Midshipmen—Henry Rogers, Egbert Thompson, 
Charles W. Hayes. 

Acting midshipmen—A. Deslande, Ph. Spencer,* 


| *Jno. ‘Tillotson. 


Clerk—O. H. Perry. 
Purser’s steward—J. W. Wales. 


The N. York American republishes the foregoing 
account, and adds the following: 

It is said that Spencer asked to be permitted to fire 
the gun, which was the signal for execution—but 
when the trying moment came, another was obliged 
to fire the gun. 

The effect of the execution was instantaneous, and 
proved the correctness of the commander’s decision. 
From a state of almost open mutiny the crew were 
subdued to their former discipline, and every thing 
went on without the least cause for alarm. The of: 
ficers kept their watches completely armed, and on 
the arrival of the brig here, four of the crew (who 
were the only ones brought here in irons) were im- 
mediately transferred to the North Carolina, and 
shortly after nine more, making in all thirtéen—of 
whom eleven were apprentics—were added to the 
number confined. 


These thirteen with the three executed, are all 





against whom complete and satisfactory proof could 
be found, but that the great majority of the 
crew were also implicated, there is no shadow of 
doubt, though it cannot be so clearly established as 
with the sixteen. Of this, however, we shall hear 
more when the details which have been sent to 
Washington are made public. Sufficient is known 
already to establish beyond a question the necessity, 
imperative and immediate, however dreadful, of th 








*Natives of New York. 
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course pursued by commander Mackenzie, than 
whom, a more humane, conscientious and gallant 
officer does not hold a commission in the navy of the 
‘United States. For three days, it seems to have been 
his hope to sae taking the lives of the three 
prisoners, but when it became clear as light that a 
rescue was in agitation, and that the mutiny was still 
unsubdued, it was his duty to order them to be exe- 
cuted, and he did it. 

It is impossible not to feel deep sympathy with the 
friends and connectiona of those executed—so sud- 
den and so dreadful, and so dishonoring was their 
taking off—but sympathy aot certainly unmingled 
with admiration is due to commander Mackenzie 
and his officers, who were compelled to assume so 
fearful a responsibility, and steel their hearts against 
all the natural pleadings in favor of mercy or at least 
delay. — 

gee a noble act of patriotic self-devotion. 

Capt. Mackenzie, accompanied by all his officers 
and crew, attended divine service yesterday at Brook- 
lyn, to return thanks to an all-wise providence for 
their escape from the dangers to which they have 
been exposed. 

It seems not without connection with the fact that 
a confederate off the Isle of Pines was referred to by 
the mutineers, to notice that a rumor was circulated 
some week or two ago here, of the shipwreck of the 
Somers. This may have been designed to account 
for her non-appearance in case the mutineers had 
been successful. 

We understand writs of habeas corpus have been 
sued out in favor of some of the men in confinement 
on board the North Carolina. 

The New York Herald says that the following are 
the names of the persons confined as prisoners be- 
longing to the brig Somers, now on board the North 
Carolina: 


How long 
Where in ser- 
Names. Age. born. vice. Rate. 
Daniel McKinley, 20 Boston — Landsman 


Benjamin F. Green, 19 Portland 5 ys. apprentice 
Charles A. Wilson, 22 N. York 6m. sail m. mate 
Alexander McRea, 17 Ireland 6m. apprentice 


The above four were brought home in trons. After 
the brig was moored off the navy yard, Brooklyn, all 
hands were called on deck, and from among them the 
following persons were also put in irons: 

Chas. J. Goldenham, 18 Boston 4y. 3m. apprentice 


George W. Warner, 21 N. York 5y. do. 
Chas. Van Velzer, 18 do. 4y.9m._ do. 
Richard Hamilton, 17 Phila. ly. do. 
George Kneavels, 17N.Haven3y.8m. do. 
Edmund Gallia, 22 Malta 6m. old seaman 


Eugene Sullivan, 17 Providence 15m. apprentice 
Henry Waltham, 23.N. York 5y. old seaman 


The following are the names of those who were 
hung at the yard-arm of the Somers: 

Philip Spencer, midshipman, born in New York; 
and who received his warrant as midshipman on No- 
vember 20, 1841. Samuel Cromwell, boatswain’s 
mate, aged 35, of N. York; Elijah H. Small, seaman, 
aged 24, native of Boston. 

Iste or Pines. The navy department, it is said, 
immediately on receipt of commander McKenzie’s 
despatches, ordered a vessel of war to proceed with 
all despatch from Norfolk to this Island—which lies 
off Cape Antonio, (Cuba) in latitude 21 31. The 
Island has but few houses on it, which are con- 
cealed in bushes—is of considerable extent, and 
has good wells of water. 

[M. York American, Dec. 26. 


Covrar or Inquiry. It is understood that a court 
of inquiry, composed of high officers of the navy, 
has been already ordered by the navy department, 
to investigate the conduct of commander A. Slide] 
Mackenzie, commanding the United States brig 
Somers, in the very trying emergency in which he 
was placed by the mutiny on board that vessel on her 
late cruise. 

The court consists of the following gentlemen— 
Commodores Srewart, Jacos Jones, and Dattas— 
vit judge advocate Ocpen Horrman, Esq. of New 

ork. 











CORRESPONDENCE ON THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE TRADE. 





> 
[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 56. 
Mr. Webster to Captains Bell and Paine. 
Department of state, Washington, April 30, 1842. 
GENTLEMEN; Your experience in the service on 
the coast of Africa has probably enabled you to give 
information to the government on some points con- 
nected with the slave trade on that coast, in respect 
to which it is desirable that the most accurate know- 
ledge attainable should be possessed. These parti- 
culars are: 


i. The extent of the western coast of Afriea, along 
which the slave trade is supposed to be carried on; 
with the rivers, creeks, inlets, bays, harbors, or parts. 
of the coast to which it is understood slave ships most 
frequently resort. 


2. The space or belt along the shore within which 
cruisers may be usefully employed for the purpose of 
detecting vessels engaged in the traffic. 


3. The general course of proceeding of a slave 
ship, after leaving Brazil or thie West Indies on a 
voyage to the coast of Africa for slaves; including 
her manner of approach to the shore, her previous 
bargain or arrangement for the purchase of slaves; 
the time of her usual stay on or near the coast, and 
the means by which she has communication with per- 
sons on land. 


4. The nature of the stations or barracoons in which 
slaves are collected on shore to be sold to the traders; 
whether usually in rivers, creeks, or inlets, or on or 
near the open shore. 


5. The usual articles of equipment and _ prepara- 
tion, and the manner of fitting up, by which a vessel 
is known to bea slaver, though not caught with slaves 
on board. 


6. The utility of employing vessels of different na- 
tions to cruise together, so that one or the other 
might have a right to visit and search every vessel 
which might be met with under suspicious circum- 
stances, either as belonging to the country of the 
vessels visiting and searching, or to some other coun- 
try which has, by treaty, conceded such right of visi- 
tation and search. 


7. To what places slaves from slave ships could be 
most conveniently taken. 


8. Finally, what number of vessels, and of what 
size and description, it would be necessary to employ 
on the western coast of Africa, in order to put an 
entire end to the traffic in slaves, and for what num- 
ber of years it would probably be necessary to main- 
tain such force to accomplish that purpose? 


You will please toadd such observations as the 
state of your knowledge may allow, relative to the 
slave trade on the eastern coast of Africa. I have 
the honor to be &c. DANIEL WEBSTER. 

Captains Belland Paine, U. S. navy. 


Commanders Bell and Paine to the secretary of state. 
Washington city, May 10, 1842. 

Sir: In accordance with the wishes expressed in 
your communication of the 30th ultimo, we have the 
honor to submit the following statement: 

In reply to the first particular, viz: “‘The extent of 
the western coast of Africa, along which the slave 
trade is supposed to be carried on with the rivers, 
creeks, inlets, bays, harbors, or parts of the coast to 
which it is understood slave ships most frequently 
resort?” 


The slave trade from the Western Africa to Ame- 
rica 1s carried on wholly between Senegal, latitude 
sixteen degrees north, longitude sixteen and a half 
degrees west, and Cape Frio, in- latitude eighteen 
degrees south, longitude twelve degrees east, a space 
(following the windings of the coast at the distance 
of three or four miles) of more than 3,600 miles.— 
There are scattered along the coast five English, four 
French, five American, six Portuguese, six or eight 
Dutch, and four or five Danish settlements besides 
many which have been abandoned by their respective 
governments. 


These settlements are generally isolated; many of 
them only a fortress without any town; while a few 
are a cluster of villages and farms. 

The British, French, and particularly the American 
settlements, exercise an important influence in sup- 
pressing the slave trade. 


greater distance. 





ee 





sometimes more or less perfectly associated for 2 
Of these factories and tribes, a few have never been 
directly engaged in the slave trade, and are oppos. 
ed to it; but the great preponderance is of the slave 
trading interest. 

To enumerate the rivers and inlets of this coast 
would not convey a just idea of the slave country o; 
practices, as the ieabasiatios often takes place from 
the beach where there is no inlet; but we will State 
a few of the most noted. 


Commencing at Cape Roxo, in latitude twelve de. 
grees thirty min. north, and running. down the coast 
as far as the river Mellacoree, in latitude nine de. 
grees north, the slave trade is more or less car. 
ried on; but (in consequence of the vigilance of 
cruisers) not to the same extent it was afew years ago, 


Another portion of the coast, from the limits of the 
Sierra Leone colony to Cape Mount, (a space includ. 
ing the mouths of six or more rivers, ) the slave trade 
is extensively prosecuted. Here commences the 
jurisdiction of the American colonization society, 
which extends to Grand Bassa. There are several 
slave stations between Grand Bassa and Cape Pal. 
mas. From thence eastwardly to Cape Coast castle, 
situated near the meridian of Greenwich, we believe 
there are no slave stations; but eastward of this, and 
in the bights of Benin and Biafra, along the whole 
coast, (which includes the moutts of the great rivers 
Benin, Formosa, Nun, old and new Calabar, Bonny, 
Camerons, Gaboon, and Congo,) with few exceptions, 
down to Benguela, in latitude 13 deg. south, the slaye 
trade is carried on to a very great extent. 

2d. “The space or belt along the shore, within 
which cruisers may be usefully employed for the 
purpose of detecting vessels engaged in the traffic?” 


Men of war should always cruise as near the shore 
as the safety of the vessel will admit, in order to take 
advantage of the land and sea breezes. ‘Twenty or 
thirty miles from the coast there are continual ealms, 
where vessels are subject to vexatious delays; besides 
which, ships engaged in the slave trade keep close in 
with the land, in order to reach their places of desti- 
nation. 

3d. ‘The general course of proceeding of a slave 
ship, after leaving Brazil or the West Indies, ona 
voyage to the coast of Africa, for slaves, including 
her manner of approach to the shore, her previous 
bargain or arrangements for the purchase of slaves, 
the trme of her usual stay on or near the coast, and 
the means by which she has communication with per- 
sons on land?” 


Vessels bound from the coast of Brazil, or the 
West Indies, to the coast of Africa, are obliged, in 
consequence of the trade winds. to run north as far 
as the latitude of thirty or thirty-five, to get into the 
variable winds; thence to the eastward, until they 
reach the longitude of Cape Verd Islands; then steer 
to the southward to their port of destination; and, if 
bound as far to the eastward as the Gulf of Guinea, 
usually make the land near Cape Mount or Cape Pal- 
mas. Vessels from Brazil bound to the southern 
part of the coast of Africa run south as far as the 
latitude of thirty-five degrees south, and make up 
their easting in the southern variables. 


Slave vessels are generally owned or chartered by 
those persons who have an interest in the slave estab- 
lishments on the coast of Africa, where the slaves 
are collected and confined in barracoons or slave 
prisons, ready for transhipment the moment the ves- 
selarrives. They are therefore detained but a short 
time after arriving at their place of destination. In- 
stances have come to our notice of vessels arriving at 
the slave station in the evening, landing their cargo, 
taking on board all their slaves, and sailing with the 
land breeze the following morning. 


It is not unusual, however. for vessels unconnected 





The influence of the Danes and Dutch is not ma- 
terial. 

The Portuguese influence is supposed to favor 
the continuance of the trade, except the coun- 
ter influence of the British, through treaty stipula- 
tions. 

North of the Portuguese cluster of settlements, 
of which Bissao is the capital, and south of Ben- 
guela, (also Portuguese,) there is believed to be no 
probability of a revival of the slave trade to any ex- 
tent. 

This leaves about 3,000 miles of coast to which the 
trade (principally with Cuba, Porto Rico, and Brazil) 
is limited. 

There are hundreds of trading places on the coast, 
calling themselves ‘‘factories,” and each claiming 
the protection of some civilized power. Some of 
these were the sites of abandoned colonies; others 


viduals. 
The actual jurisdiction of a tribe on the coast sel- 





dom exceeds ten miles, though these small tribes are 


have been established by trading companies or indi- | 


| with any particular slave establishment to make their 
| purchases after their arrival. If any delay is Jikely 
| to occur, an agent is Janded, and the vessel stands to 
| sea, and remains absent for as long a time as may be 
thought necessary to complete their arrangements. 
The slavers communicate with the shore either with 
their own boats or boats and canoes belonging to the 


Kroomen in the employment of those on shore. 


4th. *“‘The nature of the stations or barracoons In 
which slaves are collected on shore to be sold to the 
traders, whether usually on rivers, crecks, or inlets, 
or on or near the open shore?” 


The slave stations are variously situated; some 
near the mouth, others a considerable distance up the 
_rivers, and many directly on the sea shore. The 
| barracoons are thatched buildings, made sufficienlly 
strong to secure the slaves, and enough of them to 
contain, in sotne instances, several thousands. The 
slaves are collected by the negro chiefs in the vic! 
nity, and sold to the persons in charge of the stations, 





‘where they are kept confined until an opportunity ol- 
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cars to ShiP them off: Materials of all kinds neces- 


to convert a common trader into a slave ship 
, kept on hand, and the change can be completed 
a few hours. A number of Kroomen are employ- 


ed, and boats and canoes ready for immediate ser- | This arises from the practice which exists with the 
ye commanders of single cruisers, the agents of trad- 
The slave stations are generally fortified with can-| ing companies, the masters of merchantmen, and 


op.and muskets not only to guard against a rising 
rr the slaves, but to protect them from sudden attacks 
of the natives in the vicinity, and to command their 


respect. d , 

5th. “The usual articles of equipment and prepa- 
ration, and the manner of fitting up, by which a ves- 
se] is known to be a slaver, though not caught with 
slaves on board?” — 

Vessels engaged in the slave trade are either fitted 
yp with a slave deck, or have the materials on board 
repared to put one up ina few hours. Their hatches 
instead of being close, as is usual in merchantmen, 
have gratings; they are supplied with boilers suffici- 
ently large to cook rice or farina for the number of 
slaves they expect to receive; an extra number of 
water casks, many more than are sufficient for a 
common crew; also a number of shackles to secure 
their slaves. Most of these articles, however, are 
concealed, and every thing is done to disguise the 

ssel. 

"It js not unusual for them to have several sets of 

apers,two Or more persons representing themselves 
as captains or masters of the vessel, and flags of all 
nations; every device is resorted to to deceive, should 
they encounter a cruiser, 

Some are armed with only a few muskets; others 
have a number of heavy guns, acccording to the size | 
of the vessel; and they range from sixty to four hun- 
dred tons burden, with crews from ten to upwards of 





one hundred men. : 

6th. “The utility of employing vessels of different | 
nations to cruise together, so that one or the other | 
might have a right to visit and search every vessel | 
which might be met with under suspicious circum-| 
stances, either as belongiug to the country of the | 
vessel visiting or searching; or to some other country 
which has by treaty conceded such right of visitation 
and search?” 


We are of opinion that a squadron should be kept’ 
on the coast of Africa to co-operate with the British | 
or other nations interested in stopping the slave trade; | 
and that the most efficient mode would be for vessels | 
to cruise in couples, one of each nation. 

ith. “To what places slaves taken from slave ships | 
on the coast could be most conveniently taken?” 

If captured under the American flag, send them to_ 
Cape Messurado, Liberia, or, if convenient, to such 
other of the American settlements as the agent of the 
United States there may wish. 

Sth. “Finally, what number of vessels, and of what | 
size and description, it would be necessary to employ | 
on the western coast of Africa, in order to put an en-| 
tire end to the traffic in slaves; and for what number | 
of years it would probably be necessary to maintain 
such furce to accomplish that purpose?” adding ‘such 
observations as the state of your knowledge may 
allow, relative to the slave trade on the eastern coast 
of Africa.” 

As our personal knowledge of the coast extends to 
only that part of it comprised between Cape Verd 
andCape Palmas, it is difficult to state the exact force | 
required for this service; not less, however, than the | 
following we think necessary: | 

One first class sloop of war. 

One steamer from 200 to 300 tons burden. 

Two (eight or ten gun) brigs or schooners. | 

‘Ten schooners of about 100 tons, each with four, 
guns. . 

One store-ship of from 250 to 300 tons. 

All the vessels to have one-tenth less than their 
complements of men, to be filled up with Kroomen 
on their arrival on the coast. 

Asteamer, (to be fitted up, if possible, to burn 
tither wood or coal, as circumstances require,) will 
be essentially necessary. | 

That part of the eoast of Africa from which slaves | 
are exported is subject to light winds and calms. A 
‘leamer propelled at the rate of six miles an hour 
could easily overtake the fastest sailing vessels, and 
Would be a great auxiliary in ascending rivers and 
lowing boats, in order to attack slave stations. Less | 
luty is performed by sailing cruisers on this coast. 
han on any other we are acquainted with, from the 
Masons just stated; and the importance of steam ves- 
eels Is much inereased by this difficulty. 

Ve cannot state confidently how long such force | 

Would be necessary; but we are of opinion that in’ 
lhtee years the trade would be so far destroyed as to 


' 


,mark that the field of operations to carry on the 
'slave trade is so extensive, the profits so great, and 


/an earnest and cordial co-operation. 


REGISTER—1 
In connexion with this subject we beg leave to re- 
mark that the American fair trader is sometimes ob- 


structed in the most vexatious manner by armed 
British merchantmen, sustained by British cruisers. 


others, making agreements, treaties, or, as the ex- 
pression there is, “books,” securing to themselves 
the exclusive trade with the tribe or district. A 
late instance of this unreasonable, and probably un- 
authorised, spirit of monopoly, has come to our no- 
tice near Cape Mount, where the native chief was 
induced to believe that he could not make a treaty 
with the American colonists because he had made 
one with the commander of a British cruiser. 

The same commander, it is asserted, has also 
threatened the governor of the colony at Monrovia 
that he will make reprisals on the commerce of the 
colony for exercising the usual jurisdiction at Bassa 
Cove, only two or three miles from their town of 
Bassa and Edina. 

Our knowledge of the commanders of British 
cruisers authorises us to say that their conduct is not 
usually thus unfriendly; but many instances show the 
propriety of guarding the interests of the fair deal- 
er, who is generally opposed to the slave trade. 

Respecting these treaties or agreements with the 
tribes, we think that only the commanders of squad- 
rons or governors of colonies should be permitted to 
make them; and with those over whom their govern- 
ment cannot reasonably claim jurisdiction, treaties 
should not be made to the exclusion of other mer- 
cantile powers trading on the coast, as has some- 
times been done; and all treaties should contain a 
prohibition of the slave trade. Commanders of 
squadrons and governors of colonies should be au- 
thorised and directed to seize every opportunity, and 
make use of all honorable means, of inducing the 
native tribes, and particularly the emperor of Ash- 
antee, the empress or potentate at Loango, and other 
powerful nations, to enter into agreements to puta 
step, as far as their influence extends, to the traflic; 
to seize and send home for trial all foreigners found 
on the coast engaged in the slave trade, whether be- 
longing to vessels or residing on the coast, (for 
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should these persons be permitted to remain, even 
after their slave stations are destroyed, they will} 
erect others at points probably less assailable); and | 
should be enjoined to extend their protection to fair | 
traders, though not of their own nation. | 

Commanders of squadrons and governors should | 
be directed to destroy all slave factories within the | 
reach of the foree employed; and to proclaim to the | 
tribes in the vicinity, they must not be renewed, on | 
pain of having their villages also destroyed. 

We have little knowledge of the details respect- | 
ing the slave trade on the eastern coast of Africa. | 
No instance has come to our knowledge of the use | 
of the American flag there. From the best infor- | 
mation we can obtain, it seems that a large trade is | 
carried on by Portuguese colonies, the Arab chiefs, | 
and negro tribes. Their greatest markets are the | 
Mahometan countries bordering on the Red Sea and | 


| Persianj Gulf, the Portuguese East India colonies, 


Bombay, and perhaps other British possessions in | 
the East Indies. This part of the trade is probably | 
in the hands of the Arabian vessels. Many are also'| 
shipped to Brazil, and some perhaps find their way | 
to Cuba and Porto Rico. 


In coneluding this subject, we beg leave to re-| 


the obstacles in the path so many, so various, so dif- | 
ficult, that every means should be used by civilized 
nations, and particularly by the United States and 
Great Britain, to effect the object; and we do not 
believe that any material good can result without | 
We have the | 
honor to be, with high respect, your obedient ser- | 
vants, CHARLES H. BELL, 
JOHN 8. PAINE, 
Commanders U. States navy 
Hon. Daniel Webster, sec’y of state, Washington, 
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POLITICS OF THE DAY. 
GENERAL JACKSON. 
A correspondence is published in the Ohio papers 
between ex-president Jackson and his ancient friend 
Moses Dawson, esq. on the subject of the exchequer. 





| This correspondence, is not of late date. It was com- 
’ 


menced in 1841, soon after Mr. Tyler’s plan of fi- 
nance was published in his message. But Mr. Daw- 
son lately wrote to the general for permission to pub- 


| dit? 


_exchequer or otherwise. 
_presentative of specie, why not pa 


|is the use of a paper currency? 
| chant nor laborer wants it. 
bill—not a bank or exchequer bill—but upon a bank- 


| 


i 
| 


ne . le ee ee 





“On finding, however,” says Mr. Dawson, writing 
to the editors of the Enquirer, “lately, that there 
was some feeling in this neighborhood favorable to 
the plan, and that persons seeking for signatures to 
a memorial to congress in its favor have stated to 
those democrats whose names were asked for, that 
the plan was such an one as would be approved of 
by general Jackson, and being impressed with the 
belief that the plan was one to which that worthy 
patriot was and is opposed, I wrote to him for his 
permission to publish his letter of last year, to which 
[ have received a reply, consenting to the publication 
of his letter. And considering it highly important 
that the democrats of Hamilton county should be in 
possession of the general’s sentiments upon this im- 
portant subject, I have to request of you the favor of 
giving publicity to the correspondence in your paper, 
and therefore propose publishing the latest letter from 
the general on the subject. 


THE LETTER. : 
Hermitage, Nov. 24, 1842. 

My Dear Sir: Your letter of the 18th instant has 
just been received, in which you ask permission to 
publish my letter, or extracts from it, to which you 
refer. | have no copy of that letter, and when writ- 
ten, had no idea of its being published; and as I 
wrote it in haste, there may be errors both in gram- 
mar and spelling, which may need correction; still, 
as you say it may be useful for information to the 
public, having the greatest confidence in your judg- 
ment, the permission you ask is freely given to you. 
I never put to paper any thing but what are my ma- 
tured opinions. 

As to the allusions made to my message to “con- 
gress, had I strength, | would give you the full out- 
lines of that project, if congress had made the call 
on me. But why the call was not made upon me, 
congress was. well aware of my opinion of the con- 
stitutional powers of congress in their legislation for 
the district and the states with regard to chartering 
banks. I will give you a concise and hasty view of 
that opinion. ‘That the power of congress over the 
district was equal to that of the states over their re- 
spective limits, and that neither had the constitution- 
al power to charter banks of paper issues—that the 
only power in this respect was to charter banks based 
upon a specie basis, and of deposite and exchange. 
The states having resigned to the general govern- 
ment the sovereign power to coin money, regulate 
the value thereof, &c. and prohibited themselves 
from issuing bills of credit, or to make any thing a 
tender in payment of debts but gold and silver coin, 


_ hence the reserved rights of the states contained no 


power to charter banks with power to issue bills of 
credit. ask, what is a bank bill but a bill of cre- 
The charter allows them to issue three dollars 


| in paper for one of specie; three five dollar bills are 


issued: I go to the bank with one of them; I draw 
out five dollars in specie; I ask what the other two 


fives represent? They answer, nothing but credit. 


These were well known by.congress to be my opin- 
ions, therefore my project was not called for. Many 
committees representing banks called upon me 
whilst in the executive chair to Know if I would not 
approve a charter upon other terms than based upon 
a specie basis. My answer already was, that I would 
approve no charter; therefore none was presented to 


| me. 


I am and ever have been opposed to all kind of 
government paper currency, let it be derived from 
If the paper is the real re- 
! the debts in 
specie, and let the specie circulate In the hands of 
the laboring and producing classes? Then the deal- 


} ings between the merchant and the laborer will be 


in specie, and the merchant by making a deposite 
can get a bill on any part of the union. Where, then, 
Neither the mer- 
The merchant wants a 


er where he lays in his goods—as in Germany. 

It is one of the greatest humbugs ever attempted 
to be imposed upon a people that there is not specie 
enough in the world to answer all the necessary 
wants of the community. Look at Cuba! There is 


no paper there. Shut out from circulation all paper, 


and specic will flow in upon us as a tide; but never 


_will flow to any country that has a papercurrency, 


which will always depreciate. 


A national paper 
currency !s a great curse to any people, and a par- 
ticular curse to the labor of a country, for its depre- 
ciation always falls upon the laborer. But wiih these 


hints I must close, being exhausted. I am greatly 


thable the United States to withdraw a greater part. lish that correspondence,now, in order, it is suppos- | 
While a small force of observation would be neces-! ed, to change any impressions it may have created | 
“ry until the natives had become accustomed to favorable to the exchequer, and stop those of his| 
Other occupations, and lost all hope of again engag-| own party from signing memorials in behalf of that 
ig in the traffic. | project. 


debilitated, and remain your friend. 


ANDREW JACKSON. 
Mosses Dawson, Esa. 
The National Intelligencer on inserting the above 
says: ‘‘Comment upon this letter is unnecessary. It 
is a pity it was written, or being written, that it 
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was published, It leaves us wholly at fault as to the 
financial plan which the general said he was ready 
to give, if called upon by congress, and, in asserting 
ultra doetrines on the subject of the currency, resorts 
to arguments, or assertions rather, which have been 
refuted over and over again, and which business 
men on all sides know to be incorrect. It is, in short, 
just such a letter as a discreet friend would be sorry 
to read, and an angry opponent rejoice to behold.— 
We regret that a mere partizan zeal has brought it 
to light, and we place it upon record, rather as 
chronicling the present opinions of politicians at 
home than as uttering sentiments that at all accord 
with the views expressed by Gen. Jackson in his pal- 
mier days. . 


Ss 








RAIL ROADS AND CANALS. 


OADS FROM THE ATLANTIC TO 
vat TENN ESSEE RIVER. Several important 
rail roads aré-now in progress in the states of Geor- 

ia and Tennessee, which, when completed, will 
os a line of communication between Savannah and 
Charleston, on the Atlantic, and Knoxville, on the 
Tennessee river. A brief notice of these rail roads 
will be interesting to many readers. : : 

1. The Central rail road of Georgia extends from 
Savannah to Macon, Georgia, 190 miles, of which 152 
miles are completed and now in operation; the re- 
mainder is under contract to be finished by the Ist of 
July next. The amount expended so far is $2,275,- 
298, and the capital stock of the company is $3,000,- 
000, with banking a The greater part of the 
stock is owned in Savannah and its vicinity, being 
held mostly in very small sums. The work was 
commenced in November, 1836, with a force of 
about 1000 men. During the past summer the ope- 
ratives on the road have suffered much with fever, 
particularly those employed in the swamp, near the 
Oconee river, below Milledgeville. The swamp is 
crossed by a trestle bridge, 17 feet high and 2 miles 
in length. {t is about two years since it was put un- 
der contract. The grading of the road on the west- 
ern end of the line comprehends a succession of 
heavy cuttings and embankments. The heaviest and 
most costly portions of the work are completed. 

The total receipts on this rail road, for the year 
ending 31st October last, were as follows: 











For freight, $91,456 
‘“ passengers, 30,167 
“ U.S. mail, 11,912 

133,535 
Expenses, 70,754 
Nett profit, $62,781 


This sum amounts to about five per cent. on the 
capital expended on the portion of the road in actual 
use. ‘To this may be added $10 000 for transporta- 
tion of materials for the construction of the road. 
The engineer calculates that the timber used in the 
construction of the road will require renewal once in 

ix years. 

be “The Monroe rail road extends from Macon to 
Whitehall, in Dekalb county, about 8 miles east of 
the Chatahoochee river; total length 101 miles. it 
was begun in 1836, and is to be completed and in 
operation by the 4th July next. 

3. The Western and Atlantic rail road is a state 
work, and will be 118 miles in length, from White- 
hall, as above, to Ross’s landing on the Tennessee 
river, near the Georgia and Tennessee state line. It 
was commenced early in 1839, and 52 miles will be 
in operation by the 4th July next, making in all a 
distance of three hundred and Sorty-three miles of con- 
tinuous rail road from the city of Savannah, com- 

leted at that time, oe ie 

4. The Hiwasse rail read, 94} miles in length, from 
Knoxville, East Tennessee, to the Georgia state line, 
where it unites with the Western and Atlantic rail 
road last mentioned. it is proposed to use cast iron 
rails on this road. English rolled rail road iron 
would cost, delivered along the line of the road, $110 

er ton, (owing to the great expense of land trans- 

ortation on common roads;) nor can they obtain 
lower bids from Tennessee iron masters, for rolled 
iron. This rail road has been several years in_pro- 

ress, and will probably soon be completed; Knox- 
ville is on the Holston, a branch of the Tennessee 
river, which is navigable for steamboats to this place. 
The valley of the lennessee embraces a superficies 
of 41,000 square miles. saat 

‘he length of rail road communication between 
Knoxville and Savannah, will be 5035 miles, viz: 
Hiwasse rail road, 943; Western and Atlantic, 118; Mon- 
roe, 101; Central, 190 miles. ‘The distance to Charles- 
ton, Ss. C., will be rather more, viz: Hiwasse, 943; 


Georgia rail road, 104; Augusta to Charleston, by the f 
South Carolina rail road, 136 miles. ‘Total from Knox- 

ville to Charleston, 527; miles. The distance from 

Washington city to Knoxville is stated at 516 miles; 

from Baltimore, through Virginia, about 520; from 

Petersburgh, Virginia, via Raleigh, N. C. 524 miles— 

(a remarkable similarity of distances, and comparing 

nearly with the distance from New York or Boston 

to Lake Erie.) 

The chain of rail roads we have described, extends 

for about half the distance through a romantic and 

healthy mountain region, having, however, no tun- 

nels or inclined planes on the route, and none of the 
grades exceeding 30 feet to the mile. By this route, 
when completed goods may be sent from New York, 
or other Atlantic parts, via Savannah, in ten or 
twelve days, to the remotest sequestered counties of 
East Tennessee, for $1 to $1.50 percwt. This re- 
gion of country has heretofore depended on supplies 
by wagons, from Baltimore or Richmond.—N. York 
Express. 





From the North American. 

THE RAILWAYS AND CANALS OF ENG- 
LAND. It would appear, from their own account 
of the matter, that the capitalists of Great Britain 
as well as those of our own country have been some- 
what disappointed in the practical result of many of 
their splendid works of internal improvement; nor 
have they, in that country, with all the advantages 
of extensive commerce, dense population, low wa- 
ges, &c. been able to transport, even on their best 
lines, either passengers or freight, at so low rates 
as was at first generally anticipated. 

By a circular issued from one of their leading con- 
cerns, “The Grand Junction Railway,” on which a 
heavy business is done each way (this is material) the 
following is announced: 

Low rates of carriage on the Grand Junction Rail- 
way between Liverpool or Manchester and Bir- 
mingham and through to London: 

Ist class—Flour, grain, iron, (common,) lead, 

&c. 15s.—55s. per ton; in currrency, - $12 22 
2d class—Ale and porter, chains, nails, oil, 


and tallow, 17s. 6d.—57s. 6d. per ton, 12 78 
3d class—Dry saltery, cider, raw sugar, earth- 

enware, soap, 20s —60s. per ton, - 13 33 
4th class—Packs and cases of drapers’ goods, 

groceries, hardware, 25s —65s. per ton, 14 14 
oth class—Glass, eggs, drugs, stationery, and 

haberdashery, 30s.—7Us. per ton, - 15 55 
6th class——Ripe fruit in boxes, luggage, silks, 

tubes, &c. 40s.—80s. per ton, - - 17 78 
7th class—Feathers, hats, furniture, and mil- 

linery, 60s.—100s. per ton, . - 22 22 





Which aggregate amount, divided by 7 108 32 
gives the average cost of carrying from Liverpool] or 
Manchester to London (210 miles) $15 475 per ton; 
the lowest rate $12 22, for that distance, being at the 
rate of $5 82 per ton for 100 miles. Nor does there 
appear any thing very flattering in the present mar- 
ket value of many of the English corporation stocks. 

By a carefOl examination of ‘Herapath’s Railway 
Magazine, Commercial Journal, and Scientific Re- 
view,” of October 1, 1842, it will be seen that the 
present average value of all the railways in Great 
Britain is below their actual cost; more than two- 
thirds of the whole number are under par; many of 
them pay their owners nothing. 

From the same well accredited authority it ap- 
pears that 6 out of the 33 canals (distinetly) report- 
ed, are also below par, although the aggregate mar- 
ket value of all the canals in England taken tegeth- 
er, is something more than double their original cost. 

Three of the leading railways communicating 
with the most important commercial cities in the 
kingdom are worth, at the present time, doudle their 
actual cost. 

London and Birmingham, 112} miles in length, 
carrying a vast number of passengers each way, par 
value £100—paid in £90—now sells for £183 per 
share. 

Stockton and Darlington, 43} miles, cost £100, 
sells for £255 per share. 

Ballochney, 4 miles long, cost £25, sells for £80 
per share. 

The present value given hy this same ‘Railway 
Journal” of 16 out of the 33 canals reported, is as 
follows, viz: Per share. 
Barnsley canal cost £100, now sells for £230 
Birmingham do. €8 15s. for 1-16 of a share, 





Western and Atlantic, 118. From Whitehall to Madi- 


son, Georgia, about 75, Madison to Augusta, by the! Mersey & Irwell do. 100 do do 


present value thereof - - - 180 
Coventry do. 100 pr sh. present price 310 
Cromford do. 100 do do 320 
Erewash do. 100 do do 715 
Leeds & Liverpooldo 100 do do 670 
Loughborough do. 142 15s. do do 1320 
Monmouthshire do. 100 do do 200 

540 





Neath do. 100 do do 365 
Oxford do. 100 do do 540 
Shrewsbury do. 125 do do 288 
Stourbridge do. 145 do do 396 
Stroudwater do. 150 do do 490 
Swansea do. 100 do do 240 
Trent & Mersey do. 50 do do 495 


I have also before me another respectable periodi. 
eal, ‘The London Stock and Share List,” of Sep. 
tember, 1841, which cites nearly all the stocks re. 
ferred to in this communication, and, by a carefy] 
comparison of the two reports, published about thir. 
teen months apart, we find that few of those highly 
important public improvements maintain, at the pre- 
sent time, the prices at which they were then (thir. 
teen months ago) quoted.* 
Of the fifty railways reported by “F. A. Help’; 
Share List,” in 1841, but few have advanced in ya. 
lue—27 have fallen considerably—11 to below one. 
half their cost. 
Of the 32 canals reported by both these authori. 
ties, 17 have fallen somewhat; 6 of them to below 
par; 15 have held their own, and advanced; 2 or 3 
have nearly doubled in vaiue within that time. 
INVESTIGATOR. 
Philadelphia, 12th month 10, 1842. 
oe remem sa oe Ry 
INVENTIONS AND IMPROVEMENTs, 


LARD OIL AND LARD CANDLES. 

Few discoveries have been more rapidly brought 
into use than that of the oil extracted from Jard— 
Candles manufactured from a part of the same ma- 
terial are pronounced equal to spermaceti candles.— 
We have been anxious to Jearn the process. The 
following is the first satisfactory account of it we 
have met with: 
A patent has been obtained by Mr. J. H. Smith, 
of New York. The substance of his process is as 
follows: Boil the lard, either by fire directly applied 
to the kettle, or by steam. When the latter is employ- 
ed, he uses a steam tube to descend from a steam 
boiler into the vessel, and coiled round on the bottom 
so as to present a large heating surface to thie lard; 
provision being made to carry off the water and waste 
steam. It is usual to perforate the tube with numer- 
ous holes along the whole of that portion of it which is 
submerged below the lard, thus allowing the whole of 
the steam to pass into and through the lard. To 
operate with advantage, the vessel should be of con- 
siderable capacity—holding (say) from ten to one 
hundred barrels. The length of boiling will of course 
vary according tothe quantity of the lard. That 
which is fresh may notrequire to be boiled more than 
five or six hours, while that which has been long 
kept may require twelve hours. It is of great im- 
portance to the perfection of the separation of the 
stearin and eleain, (or the solid and fluid parts of the 
fat) that the boiling should be continued for a consid- 
erable period. 


Aleohol is employed, mixed with the lard _ in the 
boiler, at the commencement of the operation.— 
When the lard is sufficiently fluid, gradually pour 
and stir into it about one gallon of alcohol to every 
eighty gallons of Jard,taking care to incorporate 
them as intimately as possible; and this will cause a 
perfect separation between the stearin and eleain 
from each other, by the spontaneous granulation of 
the former, which takes place when the boiled lard 
is allowed to cool ina state of rest. Camphor 3 
sometimes combined with alcohol, dissolving about 
one-fourth of a pound in each gallon of alcohol; 
which not only gives it an agreeable odor, but 4 
pears to-operate with the alcohol in effecting the 0% 
jectin view. A 

After the boiling has been continued for a suffic! 
ent Jength of time, thé fire is withdrawn, or the 
steam cut off, and the mass is allowed to cool sufi 
ently to be ladled or drawn off into hogsheads ot 0h 
er suitable coolers, when it is to be left at peric 
rest, to coo] down and acquire the ordinary fomper 
ture of the atmosphere; and as the cooling procee ry 
the granulation will take place, and become ashen 
The material is then to be put into bags, and press 
moderately under any suitable press, which wi 
cause the eleain to flow out in a state of great purl); 
there not being contained in it any perceivable por 
tion of stearin; and this practice 1s to be aoe 
until the stearin is as dry as it can be made 10 
way. 

The stearin. is then, by a very simple pro 
which we have not space to give at present, prep 
ed to be made into candles, the eleain being reae) 
use as oil. ve ful 

We have seen these preparations, and they a! a 
ly equal to sperm oil and candies, and = " 
cheaper. The oil is sold at 75 cents per galled, ©” 
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——_ oo aE 
ves a beautiful clear light, and emits neither smoke 
nor smell while burning. The candles also burn as 


well as the best sperm. There are three large man- 


{j, and one at Philadelphia, and one at New York; 
and the demand for oil as yet exceeds the supply.— 
This will enable the farmer to dispose of his pork 
without difficulty, and we imagine the fears of some 
that there will be no market for corn, because of the 
overthrow of distilleries by the Washingtonians, will 
be groundless. A kind and merciful providence has 

rovided ways enough in which the fruits of the 
earth may be used for the benefit of mankind. 
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where he spaces it out. 

The principal feature of novelty in this machine is 
the endless chain on.which the types are desposited, 
and by which they are conveyed into the receiver, 
and the advantages are, the types are carried forward 
in a straight line by the endless chain, free from all 
chance of disturbance, and subject to little or no 
friction, and that as many letters may be set at once 
as happen to follow in uninterrupted alphabetical 
sequence; and, in practice. there is a vast number of 
words and syllables which the compositor soon learns 
to dispose of in this way, by one stroke of the keys. 


line of type todrop at once from the stick into galley, 





bean sea and Gulf of Mexico. This service requires 
one or two small vessels, in addition to those orivi- 
wey assigned to the squadron, and these | propose to 
add. 

It is found that the steam ships Missouri and Mis« 
sissippi are unsuited to cruising in time of peace.— 
Their engines consume so much fuel as to add enor. 
mously to their expenses; and the necessity that they 
should return to port after short intervals of time 
for fresh supplies, renders it impossible to send them 
on-any distant service. They will be useful vessels 
in time of war, as guards to our coasts and harbors, 





and as auxiliaries in fleets; but they cannot be relied 


eee 
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[N. Y. Farmer. 


TYPE SETTING MACHINE. Itisa fact worthy 
of notice, that notwithstanding improvements in print- 
ing have apparently kept pace with other improve- 
ments of the age; yet those improvements have been 
directed mainly in respect of the press—to multiplying 
copies with great rapidity. In that department, vast 
jmprovements. indeed, have been achieved; but. in 
the more experienced process of composilion, (setting 
the type,) in which much the greatest number of 
workmen are employed, the art has remained sta- 
tionary almost ever since printing was invented.— 
Occasionally we have had startling announcements 
of contrivances to facilitate the tedious operation. 
A Yankee in England some time since announced 
that he had found out hogy to work it out by ma- 
chinery—but he failed, we presume, for we heard 
nothing of it until within a few weeks past the an- 
nouncement is made in such form as to leave little 
doubt of the fact, that machines are constructing, — 
nay, have been in successful operation, by which 
types can be set vastly faster than they have hereto- 
fore been, and at a less exnense. When the appa- 
ratus shall have been perfected and simplified, as it 
no doubt upon experience will be found susceptible 
of, the invention will be a most important one. 

The Illustrated London News contains engravings 
and descriptions of both the composing and the dis- 
tributing machine. The compositor would be mis- 
taken for a man seated at an organised piano, each 
small perpendicular pipe of which contains a letter 
of type piled one over another in due form—his copy 
is before him in place of a music book. Those pipes 
or tubes in the distributing machine lie horizontally 
instead of perpendicularly before him. We extract 
the following from the description. It seems that 
there are competitors for improvements already: 

+ ‘In one of our early numbers was given an account 
ofa new mode composing types, the invention of 
Messrs. Young and Delcambre. We have now the 


For example, act, add, all, accent, adopt, envy are words | on as cruisers, and are altogether too expensive for 
‘the letters-in which, following in their natural order, | Service in time of peace. I have therefore determined 
| may be set up by one pressure of the hand on the keys; | to take them out of commission, and shall substitute 


the endless chain carries the types forward in the 
'order in which they were deposited upon it and noth- 
‘ing can occur to disturb that order. So also with 
such syllables as ab, off, dem, opp. and ly. The sav- 
ing in time from the use of such accords (as they are 
termed) may be thus illustrated. The word accentu- 
alion contains twelve letters, and would require twen- 
ty-four movements of the arm of a compositor to set 
up in the ordinary way; but with captain Rosenborg’s 
‘machine it is set up with only three strokes on the 
keys, as thus, accentu-at-ion. 

‘Captain Rosenborg states that he has proved, by 
actual trials, that his machine, is capable of deliver- 
ing, or clearing out types, (supposing them to be 
composed without regard to order of sequence,) to 
the amount of 400 in a minute, or 25,000 in an hour. 


Already a young man, with only a few months’ prac- | 


tice, and withouta previous knowledge of printing, is 
able to set up about three lines of brevier in a minute, 
each line containing about 6) Jetters and spaces, (this 
we witnessed,) and, assuming that he is able to do so 
for a continuance, that is equal to about 10,800 in 
an hour. 

‘We now present the view of the distributing ma- 
chine, by which a lad can distribute, and replace in 
the composing machine, 6,000 letters in an huur, but 
this would offer no hindrance to the general opera- 


| for them other and less expensive vessels, 
| The Independence has not yet gone to sea, owing 
in part to the fact that her crews have been taken from 
time to time for other vessels, and in part to the ne- 
cessary engagements of commodore Stewart in other 
services. The rest of the squadron has, under hig 
orders, been keptactively and usefully employed, and 
promises to answer all the expectations of conzress 
in establishing it. 7 
The duties originally contemplated for the home 
squadron, are highly important, and such as require 
in the commander the best order of qualifications. — 
They do not, however require so many vessels as the 
| law establishing that squadron authorizes. While 
therefore it is desirable that the squadron should bie 
such as to be worthy of the best professional rank and 
talent, it is equally desirable that it should not be so 
| large as to have any portion of it inactive. By as- 
| signing to it the duties of the West India squadron, 
and extending the cruising ground to the northern 
boundary of the cruising ground of the Brazil squad- 
ron, the larger vessels may be kept on constant duty 
to windward. In the meantime, the smaller vecsejs 
may, in like manner, be employed in the Caribbean 
sea and Gulf of Mexico, wiiere the harbors are too 
shallow to admit those of largersize. The im possi- 
bility of beating up the coast, against the trade winds 





tions of any printing office adopting the system of| and Gulf Stream, suggests the propriety of assigning 


composing by machinery, for there might be as many 
more distributiug machines employed as composing 
machines, according to the relative speed of the two; 
for instance, three of the one for two of the other, 
five for three, and so on. 

‘The cost of captain Rosenborg’s two machines 
must, we think, be greater than that of Messis. 





two or three steam vessels of medium size to that du- 
ity. These would afford a sufficient protection to our 
|; commerce, while they would serve to keep up the 
| necessary intercourse between the commander of the 
| squadron and that portion of it destined to service in 
| the Gulf of Mexico. Without the aid of steam, that 
intercourse could not well be maintained—for a ves- 


Young and Deleambre’s one; but captain Rosenborg | sel, not propelled by steam. entering the Gulf of 


himself is of a contrary opinion. The machines| Mexicofrom the windward, could not regain her po- 


lately shown at work in Howard street,Norfoik street, | S!tion 


without a tedious and dangerous passage 
-“ 5S 


pleasure of presenting two views, one of a composing 
and the other of a distributing machine, both invent- 
ed by captain Rosenborg, and certainly superior, in 
every way. to any previous ones. 

‘The setting up of the types, which Messrs. Young 
and Delcambre were able to do at the rate of 6 00U 
an hour, captain Rosenborg states he can do at the 
rate of at least 10,800; and the distribution of the 
types, which, under Messrs Young and Deleambre’s 
arrangement, furnishes occupation for four hands 
(boys ) captain Rosenborg does by means of one, with 
the aid of machinery. 


lows:—The chief compositor, who sits at the front of 


| NAVY. 
‘The mode of working with the machine is as fol- | 


Strand, are the first complete ones of the sort, and | through the Gulf of Florida? 

what they may have cost furnishes of course, no cri-| The duties thus contemplated for the home squad. 
terion by which to judge of the price at which they | ron will afford full employment for it, exeept during 
could be manufactured in considerable numbers for | the hurricane season, when it would not be prudent 
sale. They are now in Hull for some further imn-j for it to keep the sea, except in thenorthern part of its 
provements, and will be again submitted to inspection | cruising ground. 

in London, when the alterations and amendments are The Brazil squadron consists of the Delaware 74, 
finished.’ capt. Macauley; the frigate Columbia, captain E.R. 


per ities Shubriek; the sloops of war Concord commander 


BERLE a we | Boerum; John Adams, commander Conover; Decatur 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE)! commander Farragut; and the schooner Srastorise, 
lieutenant J. P. Wilson: all under the command of 
commodore Morris. This squadron, ] have reason 
to believe has distinguished itself for good order, 














Navy department, December, 1842. 


: : Se tt | 
the macnine, having his eopy before him, performs | To the President of the U. States: | discipline, and constant and strict attention to all the 


upon the keysas he reads. By the action of the keys, 
the corresponding letters are forced out from their 


respective copartments, and are laid down upon an | 


endless belt or chain, which is constantly passing 
through the middle of the machine, from the right 
towards the left. By the motion of this chain, the 
types, when liberated and placed upon it, are very 
quickly conveyed into the receiver, where, by the 
action of a small eccentric, which is revolying at a 
considerable speed, the types are deposited horizon- 
tally one above the other, inthe same order as the 
keys are performed upon, and are thus formed into 
lines, the lines being supported by a T shaped slider, 
whichis made to recede in the same proportion as the 
types accumulate upon it. As each line is complet- 
ed, (of which the compositor is informed by a dial, 
and warned by the bell,) the compositor takes hold 
of asmall winch by his left band, by turning which, 
the line thus completed is lowered to the bottom of 
the receiver, while, by moving with his hand a lever, 
the line is removed from the receiver into the justify- 
ing stick. The time consumed is this operation is 
less than a second. As soon as the line is removed 
into the justifying stick, the assistant compositor de- 
taches with his left hand the upper end of that stick, 
the end being moveable upon a fulerum, and having 
lowered it into a horizontal position. he reads the line, 
the types standing new ina vertical position. Having 


corrected such faults as mav have occurred during the 
composition, he, by removing a slider, which consti- 
tutes the bottom of the justifying stick, causes the 


Sir: J] have the honor to present the following re- 
oS 


ti aw Rag ing Dat : ; appropriate duties and exercises of squadron service. 
port, in relation to this department: 


; I have alsothe pleasure to report that the interests of 
The home squadron, authorized by the act of the! our citizens committed to the care of commodore 
Istday of August, 1841, has been put in commission, | Morris have been fully protected and seeured: and 
and placed under the command of commodore Stew-| {hat our relations with the countries within the range 
art. It is composed of the frigate Independence, the om 
flag ship, now under the command of captain String-| favorable and honorable footing. 

‘ham; the frigate Constitution, captain Parker; the| After the return of the frigate Brandy wine, in July 
‘steam frigate Missouri, captain Newton; the steam | Jast, the squadron in the Mediterranean eonelited of 
ifrigate Mississippi, captain Salter; the sloop Fal-| only two sloops of war, the Fairfield, commander 
/mouth, commander McIntosh; the sloop Vandalia, Tattnall, and Preble, commodore Voorhees shale 
‘commander Ramsey; the brig Dolphin, commander | {he command of commander Morgan. I recret to 
| Knight, ond the schooner Grampus, heutenant Van| cay that commander Voorhees died at Smyrna on the 
_ Brunt. 24 _ | 27th July last; he was an officer of high order of 
| The original design of this squadron was, to cruise | merit, and his death is a serious loss to the country 
| along our own coast, with a view to extend the usual | The Preble is now under the command of commande 
| protection to our trade; but more particularly to af- | der Nicholson, and commander Bigelow has sneceed 
| ford assistance to vessels in distress; to make accu-| ed commander Tattnall, who has returned to the U 
‘rate soundings and observations along our shores, ) States. 

| from which charts might be formed; to afford vessels! On the 15th of July last, the frigate Congress. capt. 
‘of different classes, always ready to take the places! P. F. Voorhees, sailed forthe Mediterranean and on 
‘of those returning from distant stations; and to per-| the 29th day of August last, the Columbus, 74. capt 
'formany occasional service for which vessels of war) Spencer, was despatched to the same station. The 
might be required. Finding, however, that it was} squadron now consists of the Columbus, Conzrese 
unnecessarily large for these purposes, and that active | Fairfield and Prebic, all under the command of cm 
employment could be given to it, [determined to as-| modore Morgan. Orders have been given, however 
sign to it the duties of the West India squadron, and! assigning to commodore Morris the command of the 
to withdraw that squadron from service. This has| Mediterranean squanron, and to commodore Morgan 
accordingly been done, and the cruising ground of the | that of the Brazil squadron. This Wechanee i 
home squadron now extends from the banks of New-' made in execution of a plan whieh I propose for 
foundiand to the river Amazon, including the Carib- | the management of all our squadrons, and of which 


of his command, have been preserved on the most 
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I shall speak more at large in a subsequent part of 
this report. | j 

Our relations with the the countries of the Mediter- 
ranean have been preserved on the most friendly foot- 
ing, with the single exception of the empire of Mo- 
rocco. 


consul of the United States, Mr. Carr, it was deemed 
necessary to call on the higher authorities to disavow 
the act, and to punish the aggressor. 


Tn consequence of an outrage, offered by a) 
subordinate officer of that government, to the late 





This was ‘sion of this sort was upon the schooner Mary Car- 
promptly done by commodore Morgan, and after ma- , ver captain Farwell, in the district of Beribee, ninety 


ny delays and much unnecessary formality on the | 


part of the emperor, ample redress was. offered by 
the public disavowal of the offence and the dismissal 
of the offending officer. Commodore Morgan ap- 
pears to-have conducted this affair with much skill 
and address, asserting with proper firmness the re- 
spect due to our flag, and yet claiming nofhing in an 
arrogant or dictatorial spirit. I have every reason 
to be satisfied with the part he has borne in this 
delicate transaction. The friendly relations between 
the two countries are now restored. 

The squadron in the Pacific consists of the frigate 
United States, captain Armstrong, sloop Cyane. 
commander Stribling; sloop Yorktown, Jieutenant 
Nicholas; sloop Dale, commander Dornin; and the 
schooner Shark, lieutenant Eagle; all under the 
command of commodore T. Ap C. Jones. The St. 
Louis, commander Forrest, returned on the 16th 


plied, 


inturrupt the friendly relations of our country with the 
nations bordering on the Pacific coast of America.— 


Our squadron has, at all times, ably and faithfully ‘them, under the authority of a law of the last session 
performed its duty; but it is much too small to ren- lof congress. 
der all the services expected of it, in that remote re-|in preparing a narrative of his voyage, and in com- 
gion. KEvery part of that vast ocean is traversed by | pleting the various charts of the numerous surveys 
our trading vessels, and in every part of it the pro- | made under his direction. 
tection of our naval flag is censequently required.— | his own request, the assistance of lieutenants O. Carr, 


The few ships, allowed even to the largest squadron 
that we have ever sent to the Pacific, are not enough 
to guard our whaling interest alone. It can scarce- 
ly be expected that five or six vessels most of which 
are of the smallest class, can properly protect our 





| 


Nothing has occurred, since my last report, to! the command of lieutenant Charles Wilkes, has given 


| 
t 


| 


commerce ard our people, along a coast of three | 


thousand miles in extent, and throughout an ocean 
four thousand miles wide. I respectfully suggest that 
too little attention has heretofore been paid to the 


of this expedition; and it is due, not less to the of- 


important interests of our country in the Pacific | 


Ocean. ‘There is at this time a stronger necessity 
than ever. for more strict vigilance and more active 
exertion on our part, to prevent other nations from 
subjecting our trade to injurious restrictions and em- 
barrassment. 


rights and laws of fair trade. 


Beviee Ugcabhliee deca hal cit: yal heenanpe _a much larger force on the coast of Africa than we 
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say, belonging to the home squadron, was. assigned 
io that service in March last, and is still on the coast. 
The ratification of the treaty with England. renders 
it necessary that a squadron of at least eighty guns 
should be assigned to that service. , 

{ regret to say that in consequence of the unpro- 
tected condition of our trade on that coast, several of 
our vessels have been captured by the natives, and 
their crews barbarously murdered. The last aggres- 


miles south of Cape Palmas. Instructions have been 
given to commander Ramsay to proceed to that point 
and demand such reparation as the circumstances of 
he case may require. This, however, will be at 
best but little satisfactory, since no chastisement 
which can be inflicted upon such savages can either 
do honor to our flag or prevent other outrages of the 
like kind. Our commerce with Africa is rapidly in- 
creasing, and is well worthy of all the protection 
which it asks. The protection is to be derived, not 
from any terror which can be inspired by the de- 
struction of a few miserable villages on the sea 
beach, but from the presence of armed vessels, able 
to prevent, as well as to punish, all violations of the 


I need scarcely add that our duty in the suppres- 
sion of the slave trade cannot be discharged without 


have ever maintamed there. 
The return of the exploring squadron, late under 


to the country rich and abundant stores in all the 
departments of natural history. Iam now arranging 


Lieutenant Wilkes himself is engaged 


In this work, he has, at 


T. A. Budd, and C. M. Totten, of the navy. I re- 
gret that [ have no authority to furnish him with the 
additional aid which he has a right to expect from 





the scientific corps attached to the expedition. There 
isno fund under my control, out of which a com-| 
pensation could be paid tothem. I respectfully sug-| 
vest that provision ought to be made for this. The) 
country looks with very deep interest for the results 


} 
; 


ficers concerned in it, than the country itself, that! 
they should be fairly and properly laid before the 


_world. It can scarceiy be expected that Mr. Wilkes, 


even with the aid of the few naval officers whose as- 


isistanece he has asked, can ina short time accom- 


The English settlers have, by their enterprise, | 
nearly engrossed the trade from the Columbia river | 
to the islands, so that our countrymen are as effec- | 
tually cut olf from it, as if they had no rights in that 


quarter. The people of various countries are rapid- 
ly forming settlements all along. the shores of the 
Pacific, from Columbia river to the Gulf of Califor- 
nia; and this, too, with the countenance and support 
of their respective governments. In the mean time, 
we are doing literally nothing for our own interests 
in that quarter. ‘To those of our people who are in- 
clined to settle there, we do not even hold out the en- 
couragement of a reasonable expectation that we will 


protect them against the violence and injustice of | 


other nations. A few small vessels, scarcely as many 
as we ought to keep constantly upon the coast of each 


| approved now than heretofore,by the great body of our 


of the South American nations on the Pacific—these, | 


too,charged with the duties which twice their num- 


ber would not be able to perform—can offer but little | 


aid or support to the infant settlements of our people, 


ever has been, that a suitable navy is absolutely ne- 


remote from each other, and demanding the constant | 


presence of some protecting power. ‘There are ma- 
ny considerations connected with this subject of deep 


importance in themselves, which belong rather to | 


other departments of the government than to this.— 
I advert to them only so far as to justify mem recom- 
mending a very large increase of the Pacific squad- 
ron. 

In the East Indies we have onJy two ships, the fri- 
gate Constellation, captain Kearney, commanding the 
squadron, and the sloop of war Boston, commander 
Long. It is owing more toour good fortune than to our 
strength, that our commerce has suffered no material 
interruption. ‘That little squadron has done all that 
could have been expected of it, and itdeserves much 
credit for its great vigilance and activity, and for 
the prudence and sound discretion with which com. 
Kearney has acquitted himself of the inportaut trusts 
reposed in him. 

On the coast of Africa we have no squadron. The 
small appropriation of the present year was believed 


‘is best for the general interest should be regard. 
‘ed as best for the whole, there is a local and parti- 
cular interest in nine-tenths of our country, which} 


plish a task of so much labor; nor 1s it reasonable | 
to suppose that naval officers however killed in | 
what properly belongs to the profession, will be able | 
to perfect the drawings and other mechanical works, | 
ind works of art, necessary to prepare this publica- 
‘ion in the style contemplated by congress. 

When [ had the honor to present to you the usual | 
report from this department, at the commencement 
of the last session of congress, I proceeded upon the 
idea that it was the settled policy of the government 
gradually to merease the navy. Netwithstanding 
the favorable change which has since occurred in 
our foreign relations, and notwithstanding the pre- 
sent unfavorable condition of the public treasury, I 
have seen no reason to believe that this policy is less 


people. Itis true that the circumstances in which 
we are now placed render necessary very great mo- 
difications of the systems which would otherwise 
be proper; but the opmion is as general now as it 


cessary to the protection of our trade. the security of 
our people, and the respectability of our government. 
Fortunately, there is nothing in the circumstances of 
our country to render this in any degree a local ques- 
tion. Apart from the general proposition that what 





demands a respectable naval establishment. The | 
commercial towns on our sea board, by which nearly | 
allour foreign and coasting trade is conducted, have | 
so immediate and direct an interest in the subject, | 
as to render unnecessary any remarks upon that} 
point. 

‘The various agricultural and manufacturing classes, | 
scattered throughout the country, and connected | 


}with and dependent upon this trade, have an indirect) 


interest not less apparent. The great and increasing | 


_commerce of the Jakes, although less exposed than | 
that of the ocean, is yet far too important to be left} 


to be searcely sufficient to answer the present de-| 


mands of more important stations; and hence no 
vessel has been equipped expressly for the African 
seas. The sloop of war Vandalia, commander Ram- 


undefended, even against the single power which | 
may Lecome its enemy. But the gulf of Mexico) 


_lras peculiar claims. It is believed that there is not in 


the world an equal amount of commercial and agri- 


| tive steam frigates, and probably by one, 





til aencpnapincenfion neiy alienated, a el 


much at the mercy of the most inconsiderable mari- 
time foree as that of the gulf of Mexico. Not only 
the states which lie immediate!y on that water, but 
all those whose streams enter into it, including the 


-vastand fertile region of the Mississippiand tts tri. 


butary waters, make this their chief channel of com. 
merce. And we may properly add, also, no incon. 
siderable amount in the article of cotton sent from 
Texas by means of the Red River,and paying trj- 
bute to our commercial agencies in its transit through 
our territory. Cotton is the principal material of 
our trade, both foreign and domestic; it probably 
constitutes three-fourths of our exports in its raw 
and manufactured states. Taking the year ending 
on the 3ist August, 1842, it is found that the whole 
cotton crop amounted to 1.683,574 bales; of which 
1,160,389 were shipped from the ports of the gulf of 
Mexico. Of this crop 1,465,249 bales were export. 
ed to foreign countries; and of these exports 937,830 
bales were from the ports of that gulf. Thus it may 
be assumed that two-thirds of the most valuable ar- 
ticle of our commerce, foreign and coastwise, is 
shipped in the ports of the gulf of Mexico. 

In other articles, the productions of the west, the 
proportion although perhaps not quite so large, is 
yet large enough to give peculiar importance to the 
gulf of Mexico. The tobacco, the iron, the lead, 
the sugar, the hemp, and the provisions of that great 
and rich region, (and in a few years we may add also 
its coal,) find their way to market chiefly through 
that single channel. ‘These already form no incon- 
siderable part of the entire exports of our country; 
and will, after no long process of time, enter still 
more largely into our trade, both foreign and domes- 
tic. Without pretending to perfect accuracy, we 
may safely assume that not less than two-thirds of 
the entire commerce of our country, exclusive of 
the whale fisheries, passes through the gulf of Mexi- 
co; and we inay, with even more safety, assume that 
this proportion will increase from year to year, with 
the increase of the population and wealth of cur 
western states. 


It is to be borne in mind that nearly all this valua- 


| ble trade is carried on through the gulf of Florida. 


{had the honor to present my views upon this sub- 
ject, ina report which I made to the senate, during 
the last session of congress, but which was not act- 
ed on by that body. | respectfully refer to that doc- 


| ument, as containing many suggestions connected 


with this inquiry, which I believe to be not wholly 
unworthy of public attention. I repeat here, only 
the well-known fact, that in consequence of the 


| strength of the gulf stream and trade winds, there is 


virtually no passage for our trade eastward on the 
south side of the island of Cuba. It must, of neces- 
sity, pass through the gulf of Fiorida, a narrow 
strait which can be effectually blockaded by two ac- 
Even if a 
trading vessel should pass such a blockading force in 
the night, it would have but one path open to it for 
a great distance, and might of course be pursued 
with a certainty of being overtaken. It would not 
enjoy even the ordinary chances of a vessel escap- 
ing from a blockaded port into a wide and open sea. 

The facts to which I have thus adverted show a 
striking peculiarity in our condition. The greatest 
portion of our commerce, cunfined to a single chan- 
nel of some hundreds of miles, is exposed ina pecu- 
liar manner to any enemy having possession of the 
sea; and what would render our condition still worse 
—if we be without a naval force, that commerce 
may be annihilated at a cost which would not be felt 
by any tenth rate maritime power. 

If these views be correct, | am at a loss to per- 
ceive what portion of our country is not interested 
in them. To the states bordering on the gulf of 
Mexico, and to all those which use the Mississippi 
river as a channel of trade, the subject is.of a deep 
and daily increasing interest. So tar as their pros- 
perity depends on the outlet of the various produc- 
tions of their country, they have but a single ques- 
tion to decide. Is, or is not, their commerce worth 
the cost of a naval power adequate to protect it? It 
has no other protection, and it cannot have any other 
until its preseat channels shall be changed. ; 

To these considerations are added, others growing 
out of the peculiar character of our government 
and institutions, and the exposed condition of our 
lake and sea coast? On these points I can only re- 
peat the suggestions olicred in my last: report. No 
country in the world has a greater interest than ours 
to guard itself against invasion. Lf we are destined 
to see again the smoke of an enemy’s camp, we 
should at least be careful not to allow it to ascend 
from our own soil. It isin all respects better for us 
to repel an enemy from our coast, than to subdue 
him wfter he has landed upon our shores. To do 
this we must cherish our naval power,—not as the 
institution cf aday or of a year,—notas a subject 


‘cultural interest belonging to any one country, so| which we can lay aside, and take up again when 
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e please, as the policy or the caprice of the | with their currents, winds, &c; wit 
t may dictate;—but as a great and permaneht | manners, customs, &e. of different regions of the | fect as possible. 








a oo rete nw ee ee a es 


h the languages, of reform, which they have just commenced, as per- 


The bill, asit passed the senate, 


‘ngtitution, worthy of a great people, and demanding | globe; all of which information is indispensable to | would, it is believed. have proved as complete and 
the grave attention of government; an institution | an accomplished naval commander. 


esting upon wise system, and worthy to be main- 


tained in the spirit of a liberal, comprehensive and'| different ports, 


stable policy. 


These considerations forbid us to fall so far in the | tent of our naval power. 


re ‘ 
jive as to Surrender our due share of the dominion of 


{he seas- A commerce, such as ours, demands the 
rotection of an adequate naval force; our people, 
scattered all over the world, have a right to require 
the occasional presence of our flag, to’ give assu- 
rance fo all nations, that their country has both the 
willand the power to protect them. Our position 
among the nations is such as to leave us without ex- 
cuse, if we voluntarily strip ourselves of a power 
which all other nations are anxious to grasp. Our 
forms of goverrment and municipal institutions sug- 
est that a naval force is our safest, and perhaps our 
only defence; and as an additional recommendation, 
of no small weight, the expenditure which this de- 
fence requires is to be made chiefly among our own 
eople, encouraging their enterprise, invigorating 
iheir industry, and calling out the abundant and now 
almost hidden resources of our country. 

If our navy is not to be put down altogether, nor 
abandoned to neglect and decay, it is high time that 
it were placed upon some fixed and permanent plan. 
With a view to this, I respectfully offer the follow-_| 
ing suggestions: 

In the present favorable condition of our foreign 
relations, promising a long continuance of peace, I 
cannot recommend any considerable appropriation 
for building new vessels of war. We have already 
as many vessels as it will be necessary to keep in 
commission; exeept, perhaps, in the classes of sloops 
of war and small brigs and schooners. A few more 
of these are required, and they can be built out of 


materials now on hand, at a very small! cost It| 


seems to me to be too obvious to admit of doubt that 
our true policy is to apply as much as possible of the 
appropriations for the general naval service, to the 
employment of ships in commission. 


I hope to be excused for repeating here an idea 
thrown out.in my last report, and which I am anx- 
ious to enforce. because it is the foundation of all 
sound policy in regard to the navy: It is an easy thing 
to build a ship of war; it is a difficult thing to qualify 


6. Our vessels of war will be kept constantly in | 


ever assistance it may need. In this way the small | 
force destined for the protection of our African trade, | 
and for the suppression of the slave trade, may be 
occasionally strengthened by the presence of ves- 
sels of war, interchanging between the Mediterran- 
ean and the Brazils. But the great interest of our 
commerce in the Pacific, and particularly that most 
important part of it, the whale fisheries, will derive 
peculiar advantages from this system. At present 
most of our whalers rarely see one of our vessels of 
war. although it is well understood that they often 
need their protection. Our national ships crossing 
the Pacific, should be directed to visit the whaling 
stations; a process by which that distant and now 
neglected part of our commerce may always be 
within the reach of the protecting arm of their 
country. 

The system thus proposed will require, in order to 
prosecute it with all its advantazes, larger squadrons 
than we have heretofore employed. The good ef- 
fects, however, which may reasonably be expected 
from it, will, it is hoped, recommend it to adoption. 
The charge upon the treasury need not be material- 
ly, if itat all, increased, if the appropriations, here- 
tofore made for “‘increase and repair,” should be, as 
far as possible, for “‘equipment, pay, and subsist- 
ence.” 

Ihave caused estimates to be prepared for such 
squadrons as could, in my opinion, be most usefully 
and profitably employed in the manner above men- 
tioned. This it is my duty to do. submitting it to 








an officer to command her. This simple proposition, 
which every one knows to be true, should never be 
lust sight of by a nation that does not intend to aban- 
don the ocean altogether. It requires at least five 
years of strict attention to make a good seaman; and 
not less than twenty years of active service in diffe- 
rent grades, to form a properly qualified naval com- 
mander. Surely, then, since competent officers can- 
not spring up with every exigency which may re- 
quire their services, true policy demands that we 
should keep the requisite number of them in constant 
training, to be ready whenever their country shall 
call for them. ‘The best ship-of war is powerless, 
when unskilfully commanded. We build fleets for 
our enemies, when we put them in charge of incom- 
petent men. 

In order to carry out this idea, it is necessary not 
only that we should keep more ships in commission 
than heretofore, but that we should employ them in 
adiflerent manner. Our squadrons on foreign sta- 
tions have been generally kept too much in port; 
have been too little employed in cruising, and too 
seldom employed in squadron manceuvres. To re- 
medy this, | propose a system of interchange between 
the several squadrons, and with that view, to ar- 
range them that no ship except perhaps that of the 
commander-in-echief, shall remain more than one 
year on the same station. I propose that the squad- 
drons of the Mediterranean and the Brazils shall 
consist as near as possible, of the same number and 
classes of véssels, and that the same equality shall 
er between those of the East Indies and the 

acific. 


‘cription from Brazil to the Mediterranean; and so 


of the squadrons of the East Indies and the Pacific. | ; — 
‘now required, except to establish a rigid system of 


every branch of expenditure. | 


he advantages of this system are great and olivious. 
l. By keeping the ships more at sea, the officers 


Will be more exercised in their proper duties, and 


Will acquire more of the science and practice of their 
Profession. 


2. Discipline will be better learned and better en- , 


forced, both as to officers and crews. It is always 
relaxed while vessels are in port. 

3. The dangerous connexions and fatal habits, so 
often formed amid the seductions of luxurious ports, 
Will be avoided. 

4. Officers will have a better opportunity to be- 


After particular intervals of time, a ves- | 
sel of the Mediterranean squadron shall be sent to | 
razil; and at the same time, one of the same de- | 


‘ome acquainted with different coasts and harbors; 


' 


ible, apportion the appropriation to the foree which 
they are willing to keep in commission, I have caus- 
ed to be prepared a table, showing the cost of a 
ship of each class. Thus the reduction in the esti- 
mates may be made in exact proportion to the re- 
‘duction of the vessels in com:ission. 

Whether it be the pleasure of congress to autho- 
'rize a large ora small naval force, the necessity 
will be the same for placing it on a proper footing. 
The navy cannot be reformed by merely reducing its 
size. In my reportof Jast year, 1 invited your at- 
tention to a variety of points on which I considered 
legislation necessary, in order to give due efficiency 
to this department and to correct the abuses existing 
throughout the whole naval establishment. In my 
opinion, every reform necessary to place the navy 
upon the most useful, and at the same time upon the 
most economical footing may be easily effected.— 
| With that view, I respectfully offer the following 
| suggestions: 

| So faras the materiel is concerned, nothing is re- 





'quired except*fidelity, vigilance and industry on the 
| part of those to whom that matter is entrusted, and 
isuch changes in the laws as will ensure a proper ac- 
‘countabily. A great deal has already been accom- 
plished in this respect. 


than it was atany previous period within the last 
twenty years. This result is attributable, not so 


who have had charge of the navy yards. Little is 
accountability in 
Much has already been done to attain this object. 


| The law for the re-organization of this depart- 
iment has been carried out, as far as has been found 
practicable. The advantages of this change in the 
increased facilities of transacting business, and in 


and great. L 
tem is yet very impertect. It is with extreme re- 


Juctance that | bring this subject again to your no- 


tice; and I should not doso, if I were not convinc- 
ed that it is the wish of congress to make the work 


equipment, 


effective in its provisions, as could be reasonably ex- 
5. The flag of the country will be displayed in| pected of any new measure, running so much into 
on many different vessels thereby | details; but the changes which were made in it by 
giving to foreign countries a better idea of the ex-/ the house of representatives have produced difficul- 
Heretofore, the habit of | ties and embarrassments in practice which were 
ar of other nations, and of the age in which we |sending the same vessels repeatedly to the same fo- | not foreseen at the time. The uniting of two bu- 
reign station has produced the impression that we | reaus, whose duties are wholly distinet and require 
had no others to send, and has thus detracted from ;a wholly different order of qualifications to dis- 
the respect which ought to attach to us asa naval | charge them, has been found extremely inconvenient 
wer. |} and embarrassing, 


The bureau of construction and repairs, for ex- 


the tracks of our commerce, and be thus ready, on|ample, is charged with duties of the bureau of 
all occasions and in all places, to afford to it what: | 


It requires a ship carpenter to build or 


repair a vessel of war; it requires a naval officer to 


equip her. 


In‘ like manner, the providing of ord- 


nuance and ordnance stores hasno natural connexion 
with hydrographical surveys; and these two sub- 


yects are entrusted to the same burean. 


It would 


probably be impossible to find any one man properly 
qualified to perform all the duties of building, re- 
pairing, and equipping a vessel of war; and althouch 
it would not, perhaps, be so difficult to find one com- 
petent to the duties of the two bureaux of ordnance 
and hydrography, yet it would probably happen, in 











the concentration of responsibilities, are manifest 
I regret tosay, however, that the sys- 





It is confidently believed | 
ping our vessels of war is much less at this time | 


most. instances, that he who was best qualified for 
the one would be least qualified for the other. Be- 
sides, great confusion will necessarily exist in keep- 
ing, by the same set of clerks, the accounts of mate- 
ters so wholly distinct. 
to these two bureaux is much too small. 
this is true, though not tothe same extent. of the 
other bureaux. The severe labors imposed, and the 
small salaries allowed, are positive discouragzements 
to a zealous and energetic discharge of duty. 


The clerieal force allowed 
Indeed 


In providing a chief of the bureau of construction 
equipment and repair, the alternative was between 
a naval captain qualified to equip, and a naval eon- 
structor qualified to build and repair. I did not liesi- 
tate to prefer the former, and the place is filled by a 
member, of the late board of navy commissioners. 
But, in uniting the two bureaux, it was, I presume, 


not perceived that the salary, originally contemplated 
pgher's bureau of construction atid repairs, was re- 
congress to determine whether, under the circum- the head of a bureau, receives five hundred dollars 
stances of the country,so large a force can properly | per annum less than his pay as captain in pet ane’, 
be putin commission or not. If the condition of | and less, by the same sum, than is received by oath 
the treasury will warrant it, (of which they are the | of the captains holding corresponding stationk he th 

judges), I haveno hesitation in earnestly recommend- | department. This was doubtless sot‘tatehdial ’ 4 
ing the employment of the largest force estimated | will be corrected. eth 

‘for. But in order that congress may, without trou. | 


rhus it happens that one of the captains at 


I also especially suggest that there is no good rea- 
son for giving to the chief of the bureau of medicine 
a less salary than 1s received by others in correspond- 
ing positions. He ought to be, and it is presumed 
always will be, a man of a high order of profession- 
al attainments, and general education, holding a So- 
cial position equal, in all respects, to that of any 
Other man.  Flis expenses, of course, will be as great 
and his sacrifices certainly will not be less. of the 
importance and utility of this bureau I already have 
the most satisfactory proof, in the improved oreani- 
zation of the medical department of the service. and 
in the saving of expense greatly beyond my expecta- 
tions. An expenditure, twice as large as the bureau 


/now calls for, will be more than twice saved annual- 


ly, by its services. Its claims. therefore, to the in- 
crease of salary which I recommend, are of the 
strongest character in every respect. 

These defects in the law are obvious. Whenever 
they shall be corrected, it is confidently believed that 
a system of administration may be established in this 
department, as prompt, exact, and efficient as can be 
found in any other department of the government.— 
The acts of the last session, “to establish and regu- 

> > ‘ , ati 9 ‘ 
late the navy ration,” and ‘to regulate the pay of 
pursers and other officers of the navy,” promise the 
most beneficial results te the economy of the service: 
a eC; 


which would otherwise*have existed in accomplish- 


ing ali the objects proposed in the reorganization of 
the department. 


much to the head of the department, as to the stea- | 
‘dy and zealous efforts of those officers of the navy | 


The personne] of the navy is a subject of much 
deeper interest, although it presents no greater dif- 


ficultie-. That abuses exist, and that the public eye 
is occasionally offended with displays of disreputa- 


ble behavior, is not surprising. Such things might 


‘be expected in any body of men equally numerous; 
they are seen every day, in social circles on shore,, 
without affixing to those circles any individual or 


even general reproach. The navy is as free from such 
scandals as any equal number of men in any order 
of society. It is matter of just surprise that it should 
be so. Withdrawn, in a great degree by the very 
nature of-their pursuits, from the immediate influ- 
ence of that publie opinion which is the best cor- 
rective of manners, and with a most imperfect sys- 
tem of Jaws and regulations as a substitute for it, 
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What ts there bus their.own sense of propricty, to 
prevent naval officers from falling into the worst ex- 
cesses? For twenty years past the navy has receiv- 
ed from the government littie more than a step mo- 
ther’s care. It was established without plan, and has 
heen conducted upon no principle, fixed and regn- 
lated by law. Left to get along as well as it could, 
the wonder is that it retains even a remnant of the 
character which it won so gloriously during the last 
war. 

Reform, in this particular, must commence with 
the midshipmen. After a time, these boys become 
-men, and these midshipmen become lieutenants, and 
commanders, and captains. Hence it is of the utmost 
importance that none should be appointed who are 
not duly quatified, and suited in all respects to that 
peculiar service. And yet, to this great and funda- 
mental truth no attention has hitherto been paid.— 
The department has been left free to appoint whom 
it pleased, and as many as it pleased, without any 
law whatever to guide or regulate its judgment. The 





Theefficers and teachers shall be supplied from 
those actually in the naval serviee;-and all nautical 
iustraments, boats for practice, &c. shall be furnish- 


expense of the schools. 

Instruction in the schools shall be given to candi- 
dates for admission into the navy, and to midshipmen 
actially in the service. 

The admission of candidates shall be regulated by 
law as it is done in regard to the West Point academy. 

No boy shall receive an acting appointment in the 
navy, until he shall bave passed a certain period of 
diligent study at a naval school; nor unless he shall 
produce the necessary certificates from his officers 
and instructors of his good conduct, capacity, physi- 
cal ability, and general fitness. 

Among those who shall produce such certificates, 
appointments shall be made according to such rule as 


ed from the navy. This will save nearly the whole 





ee 





country is a sure corrective of all abuses of that 
sort, and no mas who valued either his reputation , 
his comfort, would hazard the one or the other 
challenging that public opinion for the indulgence ¢f 
any feeling unbecoming the impartial justice of hj. 
station. Still, however, it is desirable, not only that 
the department should be in fact just and impartig 
but that the public and the navy officers should pe. 
lieve it to be so. 

I propose, therefore, that whenever the secretay 
of the navy shall be of opinion that an officer jg yy. 
fit for the service, he shall be required to present hig 
name to the senate for furlough; stating fully, if po. 
quired so to do, the reasons for that opinion. If the 
senate, after such inquiry as it may choose to jngt;. 
tute, shall concur with him, the officers shall be put 
on furlough upon a certain proportion—say one half 
his pay, and be considered out of the service, ], 





congress shall prescribe. 
These precautions will afford a reasonable assu- 
rance that no boy will be admitted into the navy 


this way the same power that appoints will remoye 
and the act, receiving the sanction of the senate. 
will be placed above the suspicion of injustice or op. 





only rule by which the secretary can be governed is 
to appoint those who are, or seem to be, best recom- 
mended; and yet, in half the cases, the boy himself is 
as Well known as those whocertify in his favor. Hence 
the secretary acts in the dark, and must, of neces- 
sity, be often in error. It is a notorious fact, that 
wayward and incorrigible boys, whom even parental 
authority cannot control, are often sent to the navy 
as a mere school of discipline, or to save them from 
the reproach to which their conduct exposes them on 
shore. It is not often that skilful officers or valuable 
men are made outof such materials. [Phe corrective, 
which I propose, is, this: 

1. The naval establishment shall be fixed by law; 
ascertaming, among other things, the number of offi 
cers to be allowed ineach grade. There must be a 
due proportion among the several grades, or else it 
will be impossible that the different duties of tlhe ser- 
vice can be properly discharged. In this respect, 
the proviso of the appropriation bill of the last ses- 
sion of congress, limiting the number of midshipmen 
to the number wihio were in service on the Ist of Jan- 
uary, !841, and of other officers to the number who 
were in service on the Ist January, 1842, will, if 
persisted in, prove extremely unfortunate in its ac- 
tion. ‘The precise proportion, proper for the elfective 
officering of a ship, depends upon her class. We 
may find, in an average of the different ships, a rule 
near evough to perfect accuracy to afford a safe 
guide of legislation upon the subject. But this pro- 
portion is. wholly destroyed by the proviso above 
mentioned, so that it will be impossible, under that 
Jaw, to furnish the proper officers tor the several sta- 
tions of our ships of war, supposing any considerable 
number of our captains and commanders to be em- 
ployed. The inconvenience of that proviso is alrea- 
dy felt, in regard to the medical office:s in the-ser- 
vice. | had the honor to represent, at the last ses- 
sion, the pressing necessity for an increase of the 
number of surgeons and assistants. ‘There are not 
now ip service enough to afford the aid which it is 
the acknowledged duty of the government to aiford, 
to those who ure engaged in her service at sea, and 
yet, whatever may be the necessity for them, their 
numbers cannot be increased. In regard to the for- 
ward warrant officers, such as boatswain, carpenter, 
gunner, &c. the restriction is scarcely less inconve- 
nient. ‘They are appointed only as their services are 


required, so that there is no danger that their num- | 


bers will be .inconveniently great. At all 
they should bear a due proportion to the other offi- 
cers. 

9. There should be established proper naval schools 
on shore. ~Liitle or no attention has hitherto been 

aid to the proper education of waval othcers.— 
‘Through a long course of years, the young midship- 
men were ieft to educate themselves and one another; 
and it is creditable to them that they lost few oppor- 
tunilies of doing so. Suitable teachers are now pro- 
vided for them, but their schools are kept in receiv- 
ing ships and cruising vessels, in the midst of u thou- 


cvents, 


sand interruptions and impediments, which render | 


the whole system of litle or no value. Under such 
circumstances, the foundation of a solid and useful 
education can rarely be laid. This subject was 
brought to the attention of congress at its last session, 


und a bill, establishing a naval school, passed the se- | 


nate. It was not acted on by the house of represen- 
tatives, for wantoftime. I again earnestly -recom- 
mend it, convinced, as 1 am, that its effects upon the 
Snavy will be in the highest degree beneficial. I 
adopted, congress wHl, of course, prescribe such rules 
and regulations in regard to it as may seem to them 
proper; but I respectiully suggest the following as the 
outline of the system. 

The schools shali be established at such of the old 
military fortifications om the seaboard as may afford 
suitable accommodations, and as may not be requ red 
by the war department. 


'without being qualified for, and worthy of, that sta-! pression. 
ition. But the watchful care of the government over| It may be urged as an objection to his plan, that 
/him should not stop here. He should receive in the| it will creste a body of quasi pensioners upon the 
first instance, an acting appointment, as is now the! treasury, who have done nothing to deserve such fy. 
_practice, and not be entitled to a full appointment,| vor. This is not true in point of fact. These off. 
|until he shall have seen at Jeast one years’s service, | cers are already in the service, and if they be not 
atand made suitable progress in the science and! put on furlough, wiil receive their whole pay insteaq 
practical duties of the service. After receiving his} of only half of it. No officer will ever be put on 
‘full appointment he should pass not less than five | furlough if he be really qualified for the service; anq 
years in active service, at sea, before he should be en- | if he be not qualified, he ought not to be, and I pre. 
titled to examination for a warrant, as “passed mid- sume will not be, called into service at all. Of 
shipman.”? That examination should be rigorous and course he will remain a dead weight upon the trea. 
thorough, and none should be entitled to it who could, sury, to the full amount of his whole pay. To put 
not produce the most satisfactory proofs of good con-| him on furlough, therefore, is a positive relief to the 
duct, attainments, capacity, and general fitness.—' treasury to the extent of one half his pay. 
By this time the boy wiil have attained a_ period of | But the evil, if it really be one, will be of very 
‘ife when the character is generally well developed, | short duration. When the navy officer shall come to 
and, in some degree, fixed; so that the country will | understand that there is a process more certain and 
have good reason to trust bim in the higher grades of summary than a trial by court martial, by which his 
the service. A corps of officers, formed of such ma-, dignity and his income may both be reduced. he will 
terials. would probably present few instances of mis-| he cautious not to bring himself within such peril, 
conduct or incapacity, and would reflect honor on the | The effect of the furlough system will be to create a 
country, while rendering to it the most valuable ser-| new motive on the part of the naval officer to exert 
a | himself to excel in his profession, and to place hin- 
The system could not fail to relieve the personnel self above suspicion in point of personal character 
of the navy, after a time, of all its present incum- and conduct. ‘The belicf, heretofore prevailing, that 
brances, and would certainly tend to keep it in a an officer of any standing in the navy could not be 
healthy condition. But it would be too slow in its driven out; or at Jeast that he could not be kept out 
operation for the cure of existing evils. Probably! of it, has had a strong influence in ruiniug its disci- 
there never was a similar institution. in any country, | pline, and corrupting its morals and manners. The 
into which abuses have not crept, after so longa) furlough system, firmly administered, will serve to 
period as thirty years of profound peace, and of con- remove this impression; and, with the assistance of 
sequent neglect. Governments and their people are an unsparing and impartial administration of the law, 
too apt to overlook the military arm, when there is through courts martial, will soon purify the service, 
no immediate need of its protection; forgetting the! and will long keep it pure. When the inefficicnt 
wise maxim, that in peace we should prepare for; who are now in the navy shal! have been removed, it 
war. Our navy has experienced its full share of is probable that the treasury will thereafter be rarely 
those unfavorable influences; and the natural con-| taxed with the pay of furloughed officers. The ne- 
sequence is seen in the admitted fact that it contains | cessity of some mode of proceeding by which the 
some officers who do no credit to their commissions. | navy may be rid of the incompetent, as well as of 
Their nuinber, however, is much smaller than might | the guilty, is universally admitted; and I have not 
have been justly expected, under the operation of so | been able to devise any mode more just, more effect- 
many discouraging and corrupting causes. Every ive, or less objectionable on tie score of expense 
nation finds it necessary, after particular intervals of; than tha! which | now suggest. } 
peace, to revise and reform its military establish-| If thissystem should be fully and faithfully carried 
ments; and tHe time has now arrived when such a out, Ido not perceive that any thing more will be 
corrective may be advantageously applied to the | necessary to insure to the navy competent and honor 
navy of the United States. | able officers. Hitherto, it has been their great mis: 
The only difficulty is in adopting the right process. | fortune that with fewer opportunities than others to 
To dismiss from the service officers who have com-, educate themselves the government has done nothing 
mitted no positive offence, would be unjust and cru- | to educate them. The cadet from West Point enters 
el. The nature of their profession is such as to dis-! the army well founded in the principles of solid and 
qualify them for nearly ail the pursuits of industry | useful learning, and fully prepared to engage with 
‘on shore. Most of them have been kept long on pro-| advantage in any pursuit whether of civil or military 
bation, and have been thus encouraged to expectthat life. The candidate for the navy, on the contrary; 
trey would remain in the service. Many of them!is deemed well enough qualified, if he be able to 
now have families dependent upon them who would! read and write, to answer a few simple questions in 
be exposed to great suffering if the public support | geography and English grammar, and to solve plain 
should be entirely withdrawn. On the other hand) problems in the elementary rules of arithmetic. 
it is to be borne in mind that the officer stipulates} Why should this diilereace be made? Important 
'with his country, that he will be both willing and/ asa proper preparatory education may be to the 
able to perform ail the dutics of the station which he -army officer, it is even inore important to the ofhcer 
‘solicits and receives at her hand; and he has, there-|of the navy. Apart from the fact that he has few 
‘fore, no right to complain that she rejects him when! opportunities to improve himself, it is to be pent 
he proves either neglectful or incompetent. Per- | bered that he is the most frequent representative ° 
haps no more just rule ean be adopted than to com-| his country abroad, the standard by which foreig! 
pel the officer to retire, upon a certain proportion of | nations will be most apt to measure her moral an 
(his annual pay. A system of compulsory furlough, | intellectual character; he is also frequently entrustet 
properly regulated, and guarded against abuse, would | with important and delicate negotiations, involviwg 
‘have the most salutary effect. To lodge such a pow-) the rights of our cilizens, and the peace and honor 
er in the secretary of the navy would probably not; of our country. ‘The function of the naval 6 
ve generally acceptable. | mander is much more useful, important and digniie’’ 
The natural jealousy which every one feels of| than is generally supposed. ‘To his skill and vig! 
whatever approaches to arbitrary power, would pre-| lance are entrusted, at every hour of the day Ret 
sent a strong objection with most persons to entrust-j| night, the safety of the ship, and the lives of bh 
ing so much to the diseretion of any one man. For | crew. ie 
myself, however, I have no doubt that the only dan-}| The honor of his country’s flag, and in a great fi 
ser would be that the power would be too-eauttously | gree her harmonious relations in peace and her Pr 


9 ; ‘a ‘gah: t 
and too seidom exerted. Public opinion in this|'tection in war, are among the awful trusts wi 
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“ag which he is clothed. Very few men can be found, | defiance of all the power which it is authorised to| the surgeon’s and purser’s department, has subject 
ar by qualified in every respect for so high and imposing an |exert. Our own people are daily selling to the | ed the seamen to unnecessary charges, the govern- 
ce of office and unhappily there are too few among those government timber which they take against law from! ment to constant imposition, in many cases to gross 
if his who now hold it. who duly feel its importance and the public lands; ‘and it is understood that large sup-| frauds, and consequently to heavy losses. These 
that dignity. [humbly think that it is a high duty of | plies of the same timber are already contracted for losses have been the greater, in consequence of the 
tial, yernment to adopt every means, calculated in any | by foreign governments. It is impossible to prevent, want of proper means of establishing a system of 
d be. Fgree to eleyate the standard of character in the these depredations under existing laws. The sub- strict accountability; which would have enabled the 
paval commander, and to fit him in knowledge, in | ject is, in my opinion, worthy of the serious and department not only to see the extent of the evil, 
etary rofessional skill, and in personal character, to dis- | prompt attention of congress. If they should tho-| but to apply the proper remedy. The bureaux to 
is une charge the high end solemn duties of his office. This | roughly investigate it, the information which the de-| which these subjects belong have been diligently and 
nt hig can be best done by giving him a suitable preparatory | partment can afford will not fail to convince them. successfully engaged in devising suitable means of 
if re. education, and by providing proper and ready means of the necessity of a reform in the laws relating to guarding against similar impositions for the future. 
If the of removing him from the ranks of his profession, jit, and of additional grants of power and means to; The articles are now procured, as far as possible, 
insti. whenever he may be found unworthy to oceupy a|the officers of the government to whom they may from those who make or produce them,so that the 
€ put place in them. : choose to entrust this valuable part of the public profits—always large and often extortionate—which 
e half J respectfully renew “the suggestion heretofore | property. have heretofore been paid to the grocer, the apothe- 
2. In made. that there is yet one thing more, necessary to} The subject next in importance is the establish- | cary, and the contractor for clothing, are saved to the 
move, complete the process of reform. The naval officer | ment of a navy yard on the largest scale, on the wa- government and the sailor. Such supplies as we 
enate, should feel that he has a place in the respect and ters of the lower Mississippi. I had the honour to are still compelled to obtain in the former mode, are 
OF op. confidence of his country, and that the honors and | give my views upon this subject,in a report to the subjected to rigorous inspection, which assures us of 
distinctions which his services shall have earned, will| senate of the 31st of January last. Respectfully re- their good quality and reasonable prices; and when 
» that not be withheld from him, Promotion is the vital) ferring to that report, I forbear to repeat at Jarge brought into the public stores, the persons under 
M the rinciple of military service; and hence as many | the suggestions which it offers. I will only say that whose charge they are placed are required to ac- 
ich fa. ades should be established as may be found consist-|the object which I have in view is to afford what- count for them with a degree of minuteness which 
se offi- ent with the due order and efficiency of the service. | ever facilities such an establishment can afford, to promises to guard effectually against any waste or 
© not The experience of every day tends to confirm me in | the industry of the whole valley of the Mississippi, extravagance in the use of them. 
nstead the belief that the several grades of admiral, vice | now cut off in a great degree from its due share in I have very little doubt that most of the mechani- 
aut on admiral and rear admiral, ought to be established in | the supplies of the navy. The iron of that region cal labor which has been performed at our navy 
e; and our navy. I had the honor to bring this subject to | would find there a ready and convenient market; an yards has been too dearly paid for. I can perceive i 
I pree $M your notice in my last report, and to urge such rea- | extensive rope-walk—a necessary appendage to such no good reason why a mechanic should work fewer % 
l. Of sons as seemed to me to be sufficient in support of the ja navy yard—would present a constant demand for hours in the day, or receive higher wages, in a pub- 
e trea recommendation now renewed. I*have only to add | hemp; the provisions of the west now worth little or lic dockyard than in a private workshop; on the con- 
l'o put that this important measure need not increase the ex- | nothing. from their superabundance, would find a trary. if there be a difference, it should. be in favor 
to the nses of the navy at all. It will afford an opportu- | ready purchaser at fair prices. Every branch of of the government, in consequence of the more con- 
nity to reward, by well-deserved promotion, many | western industry would feel, directly or indirectly, stant employment and the more prompi and certain 5 
f very officers in the several grades, who are well qualified the influence of such an establishment; while the pay. It is certainly good policy on the part of the & 
ome to for the highest stations and most important duties of navy itself would be secure of abundant and cheap government to give such wages as will command the 
‘in and the service. supplies, sufficiently convenient to the ocean, and most competent and faithful workmen; but this can 2 
ich his These men, most of whom would soon become the yet perfectly safe from the attacks of any enemy. always be done, for the reasons above assigned, for ¢ 
he will ornaments and grace of any other navy in the world, |  [¢ jg by arrangements of this sort that the navy can the same wages which are paid atthe best private 
peril. are likely under our present system to grow gray in be made to return to the country twice the wealth establishments. Measures have been adopted to 
reate a subordinate and obscure stations; their merits un- which js expended in support of it. The wealth of Place the government upon terms of just equality 
> exert acknowledged and their usefulness thrown away. 4 nation does not consist in the quantity of gold With individuals in this respect. 
ve him- We may at least be allowed to regret that the higher which it may have in its treasury; the economy of a But a still more considerable source of exnense in 
aracter officers of the navy—those who, by their services 1 | nation is not shown only in the smaliness of its ex- building, repairing, arming aud equipping our vese 
1g, that war, have reflected most honor on their country,and penditures. It is rich only in proportion as its peo- sels of war, may be found in the high prices and in- 
not be given the best prools of their own merils, are so ra- ple are rich; and it is economical only so far as it different quality of the iron and copper which have 
ept out pidly passing from the pres of life, that even if our applies the public money to uses more valuable to been used. The department has given much atten- i 
s disci- policy in this respect should ultimately change, others | tne people who pay it, than the money itself. This tion to these two important subjects, with a view to a 
The are likely to reap tne honors which they have so js put another name for national thrift; but it is the the correction of the former abuses. In particular 
prve to richly earned. ‘I’his should be deemed bya gencr only sense in which national economy is of any va- kinds of iron, the standard has been raised seventy- 
nee of ous country, a reason for adopting at once a policy jue, Nine-tenths of the appropriations to the navy five per cent. and yet it is found that supplies can be 
he law, which beyond me doubt will ultimately be forced are paid back to our own people for materials, labor obtained at less prices than heretofore, although the 
ievise upon us, if we shall continue to maintain any navy and subsistence. It is thus put into circulation, pay- quality is nearly as twice as good. The fact, now | 
-flicient at all. ‘ing debts, supplying wants, and sustaining credit. generally known, that proper tests are applied, and ; 
oved, it { egain respectfully ask for an increase in the num- | Every dollar thus employed increases the tax-paying that no iron will be received which does not bear 
> rarely ber of marines, and of marine officers in the lower ability of the people to twice that amount; and this them, has served to create an honorable competition - 
Phe ne- grades. Not less than twenty millions of dollars of, tax-paying ability is the true wealth of the nation. among those engaged in that branch of industry; so " 
ich the the public property are now exposed in our navy The expenses of the navy, therefore, are not to be that the most important improvements are constantly 
Il as of yards to conilagration and theft, tor want of proper considered a dead tax upon the treasury. They not’ made. The United States can furnish as good iron 
ave not marine guards. ‘Thefts toa consideroble extent have only go back and circulate among our own people, as any other country in the world, and with suitable 
> effect: recently been detected, and doubtless others have | but, unlike most other expenditures of the govern- encouragement would soon be able to supply the 
>X pense been committed which will never be detected. One| ment, they give employment to industry, encourage-' world with that metal. 
fire, which a single additional marine might prevent, | ment to enterprise, and patronage to genius. They In cham cables, an invaluable improvement has 
carried would probably destroy in a few hours more than the’ perform, to a great extent, the office of a protective been made. None but the very best iron is ever ap- 
will be expenses of the whole marine force for ten years. tariff, in developing and bringing into use various’ plied to that use; and an apparatus is now in pre- 
| honor- Surely it cannot be true economy to Jeave so much sources of our national! wealth, particularly in cop-) gress and very nearly completed, for sybjecting the 
at mis: of the public property exposed to such great dangers, | per, iron, hemp, provisions and coal: The effect of| cables. when finished, to thermotension. A lonz se- 
thers to for want of so cheap a protection as a few additional even a small disbursement, so made, upon the pub-| ries of careful and accurate experiments has ascer- 
nothing marines. | lic prosperity and comfort, is much more important | tained that this process adds seventeen per cent. to its ie 
it enters It is an object of great interest to me, to make the ‘and extensive than the first view of it would lead us strength. By this means the weight, and consequent- 
olid and havy subservient to the encouragement of American | to suppose. ‘ly the cost of a cable of given strength is greatly di- i 
ge with industry. This may be done. not only by the protec- | I am far from saying that taxes ought to be levied minished; and so also is the labor of handling it on + 
military tion which it affords to American commerce, (upon merely for the purpose of soexpending them. No board ship. For this great improvement, we are in- Ks 
ontrary; which Ihave already commented,) but also by means tax should be imposed, direct or indirect, which is debted to the scientific information and industrious 
: able to of the supplies which it requires. We are probably | not required for the legitimate and proper uses of! researches of professor Walter R. Johnson, of Phila- 
tions 10 the only people in the world who can, with perfect | government. But if a necessity for the tax can be! de!phia. tis impossible to calculate its value to the 
ve pla convenience, build, equip, arm, feed and clothe a!shown to exist; if the purposes to which it is pro-| whole navigating interest to the world. The fate of 
ic. havy of the largest size from our own home resourc-| posed to apply it, clearly appear to be useful and’ the largest ship and of all her crew often depends ; 
pportant és. A nation of any magnitude, having all the ma-| profitable to the country far beyond the measure of| upon the strength of her cables; so that a little more 
» to the terials of war constantly at ifs command, is essen- | the tax itself; it ceases to be a burden, and is reliev-! or less of strength in a single link may save or de- f 
ec ofhcer tially powerful. Hence it is of the utmost impor-|ed from all fair objection. Such, in my opinion, is|stroy her. I have considered it therefore, of the i 
has few tance that we should adopt a policy calculated at | emphatically the case with almost the entire appro-| utmost importance to improve, by every practicable iz 
remem once to cherish and develope these sources of our | priation to the naval service. It is’ confidently be-| means, the quality of chain cable iron. It is believed iW 
ative of strength and security. The measures more imme- | lieved that such appropriations, as liberal as any con-| that even at the present day we are not surpassed in 4.49 
| foreig® diately necessary to accomplish this object have al- | venient and proper revenue system will allow, may be,| this respect by any other nation; and if improvements ae fa 
oral and ready been brought to the notice of congress; but as | and of necessity must be, applied to “uses far more| shal] advance hereafter, as rapidly as heretofore, we Th 
ntruste they have not yet been acted on, it would seem to be | valuable, to the people who pay them, than the mo-| may in a short time safely challenge the competition F 
nvolving proper that I should again refer to them. ney itself;” an:! that, far from being an oppressive | of the world. : 


nd honot 
‘al come 
lignified, 
and vigt 
| day and 
3 of her 


great de- 
her pre 
jats with 


The first in importance is the preservation of navy 
timber growing on the public lands. No other coun- 
try possesses so rich a store of this material as the 
United States. Properly protected, it would afford 
4 supply for the Jargest navy in the world, for an ia- 


efinite time, without any sensible diminution. But! has cost much more than it ought to have cost, con-| and withdraws so much from the effective battery of 
’ : y 


burden, they will operate asa measure of positive| A similar improvement has been made in iron for 
relief. -ordnance, Too much importance cannot be attached 

In looking for the sources of unnecessary expense | to the soundness of cannon. The bursting of a single 
throughout the naval establishment, ] have found) gun in battle is often more disastrous than many 
'much to correct. It cannot be denied that our navy | broadsides from an enemy. It not only destroys life, 





regret to say that the laws which have been enact-|sidering the small amount of vessels that we have) the ship, but it also creates confusion and disorder; 


ed with this view are in some respects inoperative, 
and in all respects ineflicient. 


usually kept in commission. I do not know that this| excites in the minds of théwrew distrust in the sound- 


Depredations of the | could have been very easily prevented under the for-| ness of the other guns, and thus discourages and ren- 
most ruinous kind are daily committed, in spite of all | mer defective organization of the department. 
the Vigilance which this department can use, and in! mode heretofore pursued of obtaining the supplies of ' money saving should ever enter into the arrange- 


The | ders them timid. 


Hence, no consideration of mere 
























































































































































































270 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—DEC. 24, 1842 -CONGRESS. 











ments for producing ordnance for the navy. True 
economy requires that the very best guns which can be 
made, and none others, should ever be used. Upon 
this idea this department is acting. No cannon is 
received which Bees not bear the most satisfactory 
tests, and yet it is not found that the cost of ordnance 
is any greater than heretofore. On the contiary. 
guns of the same kind which have heretofore cost 
more than one hundred and thirty dollars per ton, 
och recently been contracted for at ninety-five dol- 
ars. 
In copper, the frauds which have been practised up- 
on the government have been gross and enormous.— 
Pure copper ought to jast upon a ship’s bottom twen- 
& years; and yet that which we have used upon our 
ships of war has not lasted upon an average more 
than seven. Upon examining a portion of the copper 
recently taken from the bottom of the Columbus, I 
found that it exhibited the appearance of worm eaten 
wood; the reason of which 1s that it was full of im- 
purities, which corroded and fell off. Even that which 
remained, instead of possessing the toughness which 
belongs to pure copper, would not bear to be bent, but 
broke short off like a piece of castiron. It 1s im- 
possible to be too careful in procuring an article. so 
costly as copper. Nothing but the application of 
proper scientific tests can detect its impurities, or 
prevent the grossest and most ruinous impositions.— 
A single defeetive sheet on the bottom ofa large ship 
will render it necessary fo bring her into dock, and 
will thus cost the country ten times as muchas would 
have been required to prevent any such result. The 
copper in a ship’s bottom is no small part of her en- 
tire cost; and this cost is more than doubled by using 
copper of bad quality. 


‘The great importance of guarding against the im- | 


position in this respect, has induced the department 


to institute a series of experiments, under the man-| 


agementof professor Johnson, the result of which 
promises to be of great benefit to the economy of the 
service. These results | have the honor to commu- 
nicate in a copy of Mr. Johnson’s report, hereto an- 
nexed. é 


As steamships will hereafter form a part of our na- 
vy, it becomes important to ascertain what kind of 
fuel canbe most advantageously used. With this 
view, I have taken measures to cause a proper anal- 
ysis tobe made, of the several coals of our country, 
and also of those of England. All persons interested 
in this subject were invited by public advertisement to 
send samples of their coal to the navy yard in Wash- 
ington, in order that a proper comparison might be 
made, under suitable philosophical tests. 
ty samples have been sent, and some progress has 
been made in the examination of them. 
Johnson, to whom this investigation has been entrus- 
ted, was called from Washington before any conclu- 
sive results had been obtained; but his experiments 
will be resumed as soon as possible, arid will undoub- 
tedly present a mass of most useful information on 
this important subject. 

The application of scientific principles in the me- 
chanical arts is now universal. The mere artizan, 
whose skill is only derived from practice, is far be- 
hind the times. Science is now lending her aid to 
the arts, in all their departments, expanding their 
powers, multiplying their uses, and perfecting their 
works. 
where more important, than in the various operations 
connected witha naval establishmeht. When we 
consider the number and variety of the materials 
which are used, the costliness of many of them, and 
the high importance that they should all be of the 
best and most durable kinds,-the propriety of sub. 
jecting them to all necessary tests, and of improving 
their equality as far as possible, will at once be ad- 
mitted. 

This can be done only by the union of science with 
practical skill. The know!edge which we obtain from 
experience is always slow, always costly. and nol 


About thir- | 


Professor | 


I respectfully suggest that this aid is no} 


Linvite attention tothe existing laws on the sub- 


many changes and modifications. 
I have thus, sir, submmntted without reserve my 


ments of our naval service. it is my duty to do this 
without reference to any other considerations,— 
Whether my recommendations shall be adopted or 
not. must of course depend on the view which may be 
taken of them by the legislative departments of the 
government. In presenting my own views, I simply 
discharge my own duty, to those to whose better 
judgment all the measures which J have proposed 
must be referred. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
A. P. UPSHUR. 
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TWENTY SEVENTH CONGRESS OF THE 
UNITED STATES—THIRD SESSION. 
SENATE. 

Decrmsper 15. The Hon J. C. Calhown, of South 
Carolina, appeared in his seat. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial from the 
chamber of commerce of Philadelphia in favor of the 
warehouse system. 

Mr. Benton submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to inform thé senate whether the quin- 
tuple treaty for the suppression of the slave trade 
»has been communicated to the government of the 
United States in any form whatever; and, if so, by 
whom, for what purpose, and what answer may have 
been returned to such communication. 

Also, to communicate to the senate all the infor- 
/mation which may have been received by the govern- 
‘ment of the United States going to show that the 











course” which the government might take in relation to 
| said treaty has excited no small Begree of attention and 
discussion in Eurepe. 

Also to inform the senate how far the ‘‘warm ani- 
madversions” and the ‘‘great political excitement” which 
‘this treaty has caused in Europe, have any applica- 
tion or reference to these United States. 

Also, to inform the senate what danger there was 
of having ‘the laws and the obligations” of the United 
States in relation to the suppression of the slave trade 
executed by others,” if we did not “remove the pretext 
| and motive for violating our flag and executing our laws,” 
‘by entering into the stipulations for the African 
| squadron, and the remonstrating embassies which are 
| 





contained in the 8th and 9th sections of the late Bri- 
tish treaty. 

A joint resolution was received from the house, 
‘and read, so amending the 19th rule as to prevent 
any intoxicating liquors from being offered for sale, 
or exhibited within the capitol or the public grounds 
adjacent, and that the restaurateurs be forthwith re- 
moved from the capitol. 

On motion, Ordered, That when the senate adjourn, 
it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration of 
executive business, and, after some time spent there- 
in, adjourned. 


December 19. The hon. Mr. Henderson and Mr. 
Waiker, of Miss., Mr. Phelps, of Vermont, and Mr. 
Sevier, of Arkansas, appeared in their seats. 

‘The president laid before the senate an elaborate 
report from the secretary of the navy, in relation to 
the growth and culture of American hemp, together 
with much other statistica! information in relation to 
the imports, exports, &c. of hemp. 

Mr. Huntington, from the committee on com- 
merce, reported a bill allowing drawback upon fo- 
reign merchandise exported in the original packages 


| to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, in Mexico, without 


amendment, and recommending its immediate pass- 
age. 
Mr. Linn, introduced on leave, a bill to authorise 





always sure; that which we obtain from experiment, | 
particularly in physical science, rarely deceives, and 
seldom fails richly to repay us. The experiments | 
which have already been made, under the direction | 
of this department, have imparted to it a degree of | 
information which could not have beenderived from 
any other souree, and which will more than repay 
their cost, in the building ofa single ship. These 
experiments, however, are but the beginning of what 
might be accomplished in the same way. If the de- 
partment were ina condition to avail itself of the 
improvements which are daily made in practical 
science, the most important results would soon be 
realized, in the improved quality of our slips, and in 
the ver.cral economy of the service. I respecttully 
recommend the subject to the tavorable cousideration 





of congress. o 

Ishail m a few days have the honor to lay. before 
congress a code of rules and regulations for the navy, | 
prepared in obedience to their directions. 


the adoptionof measures for the occupation and 
settlement of the territory of Oregon, for extending 
certain portions of the laws of the United States 
over the same, and for other purposes. 

[The bill, on motion of Mr. Linn, was referred to 
a select committee, to be appointed by the chair. 
The committee consists of Messrs. Linn, Walker, 
Sevier, Merrick and Phelps. | 

Mr. Conrad submitied the following: 

Resolved, ‘hat the secretary of state be requested 
to communicate to the senate (if net incompatible 
with the public interest) whether the amount due 
and payable by Mexico for indemnity to citizens of 
the United States, under the Jate convention, has 
been paid in conformity with the terms of said con- 
vention; if not, whether any aud what measures 
ave been adopted by our government to obtain or 


enrorce pas ment, as aisv, t ovtam the recogniuon 


of such claims as were submitted to, but not finally 
acted upon, by the late joint commission. 


ject of navy pensions, which appear to me to need | 


views of the present condition and actual require- 


‘| mously adopted, and the senate adjourned. 


On motion of Mr. Walker, 
Resolved, That the committee on the Public | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of ata 
mitting the state of Mississippi to appro eee 
$25,000 of the 2 per cent. fund of said ede _ 
wards the completion of the rail road leading fp > 
Jackson to Brandon, upon the conditions desi ne in 
by said state. wnele 
A message was received from the house of re 
sentatives announcing the death of the hon. Richa 
W. Habersham, and the proceedings thereon, i” 

Mr. Berrien rose ef addressed the senate op th 
melancholy occurrence with an eulogy on the de. 
ceased, and concluded by offering the usual! resoly, 
tions of respect for his memory, which were Waa, 

December 20. The president of the senate Jai 
before the body a communication from the treasy, 
department, covering a report from Mr. Hassler nt 
perintendent of the coast survey, and showing the 
| progress made therein during the present year. 

- After the presentation of petitions, several bills of 
a private character were presented; and also, by Mr 
Smith, of Indiana, a bill to provide for ascertaining 
and disposing of the lead mineral lands in the states 
of I}linois and Arkansas, and the territories of Wig. 
konsan and Towa. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Benton, Calling on 
the president for information as to the Quintuple 
treaty, came up in its order, when a debate ensyed 
in which Messrs. Archer, Benton, King, and others 
participated; when the resolution was postponed unti} 
Thursday next, and ordered to be printed. 

The senate then adjourned. 


DecemBer 2]. Mr. Linn, from the select com. 
mitiee to which it was referred, reported the bill to 
authorise the adoption of measures for the occupa. 
| tion and settlement of the territory of Oregon, and 
\ for extending certain portions of the laws of the U. 
States over the same, and for other purposes, with 
certain amendments. 

Mr. Linn submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the president be requested to in- 
form the senate of the nature and extent of the “in. 
formal communications” which took place between 
the American secretary of state and the British special 
minister, during the late negotiations at Washington 
city, upon ‘‘the subject of the claims of-the United 
States and Great Britain to the country west of the 
Rocky Mountains; and also to inform the senate 
what were the reasons which prevented ‘“‘any agree 
ment upon the subject at present,” and which maue it 
‘“inexpedient to include that subject among the subjects of 
formal negotiation ” 

Mr. Benton submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to inform the senate whether the late 
special minister from Great Britain to the United 
States made any proposition, informal or otherwise, 
to the negotiator on the part of the Wnited States 
for the assumption or guaranty of the state debts by 
the government of the United States to the holders 
of said debts. 

On motion of Mr. Lian, 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be requested 
to send to the senate a copy of lieut. Freemont’s report 
of his recent exploring expedition to the Rocky 
mountains, made under the direction of the war de- 
partment. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of war be directed to 
communicate to the senate the report of the board of 
commissioners to select sites for western armorics. 

Mr. Allen submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the 46th rule for conducting busi- 

ness in the senate, and which requires the senate to 
close its doors when transacting executive business, 
be rescinded, and the senate shall hereafter sit with 
open doors wheu transacting all business, except 
treaties. 
The bill granting donations of land to certain per- 
sons in the state of Arkansas, was ordered to be en- 
grossed, and after further proceedings of minor im- 
portance, the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, Dec. 15. The speaker announced the 
following as the committee on international copyright: 
Mr. Kennedy. of Maryland; Mr. Winthrop, of Mas- 
sachusetts; Mr. Brockway, of Connecticut; Mr. We 
Keon, of New York; Mr. Cushing, of Massachusetts. 

The house then resolved itself into committee of 
the whole onthe state of the union, (Mr. Briggs; 
'of Massachusetts, in the chair.) 
| And, on motion of Mr. Fittmere, the committee 
|proceeded to the consideration of the bill ‘making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
fot governuvent for the haif caiehdar year ending the 


'30th day of June, 1843.” And the bill having first 








| been read through, was taken up by items. 
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After having disposed of thirteen of the thirty 
pages of the bill, the committee rose and reported 


$3. ° “i 
ee matin of Mr. Cooper, of Penn., another mem- 


per was. ordered to be appointed on the committee 


of Indian affairs, vice Mr. Gwin, of Miss., appoint- 


ed, but not yet arrived. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Fillmore, the speaker laid 
before the house sundry executive communications. 
And then the house adjourned. 

Frway, Duc. 16. Mr. Green, of Ky., appeared 

Mr. Bronson submitted a resolution calling from 
the secretary of the treasury a statement of fees 
taxed by the clerks of the United S‘ates courts in 
cases of admiralty and bankruptcy, &e. Adopted. 

Mr. Toland asked leave to offer the following re- 
solution, which was read for information: 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to inform this house whether any charges 
have at any time been preferred to the department 
against Jonathan Roberts, late collector of the port 
of Philadelphia, relative to his discharge of the du- 
ties of said office; and if any have been, that he be 
directed to furnish copies of the same. Also, that 
he transmit to this house copies of any order, in- 
struction, or request, addressed to the said Jonathan 
Roberts, to remove or appoint any subordinate offi- 
cers of the customs at the port of Philadelphia 
Also, a copy of the order or letter dismissing him 
from the office of collector of the said port, and co- 
pies of all letters and papers in possession of the de- 
partment relating to the subjects* embraced by this 
resolution. 

Mr. Weller objected—and a suspension of the 
rules being moved, the vote was yeas 96, nays 81, 
(not two-thirds), so the rules were not suspended for 
the parpese of considering the resolution. 

The house then resolved itself into committee on 
the general appropriation bill, and the day’s session 
was devoted chiefly to a motion by Mr. Aycrigg, of 
N. Jersey,to strike out the item appropriating 
$50,000 for the coast survey. The merits of Mr. 
flassler, its superintendent were somewhat assailed, 
and finally, the committee rose, reported progress, 
and the house adjourned. 


Sarurpay, Dec. 17. Mr. Gwin, of Miss., and 


Mr. D. H. Lewis, of Alabama, took their seats. Mr. | 


Campbell, of S. C., introduced to the house, the hon. 
8S. W. Trotti, representative elect from the state of 
8. C., (vice S. H. Butler, resigned), who was qualifi- 
ed and took his seat. 

Mr. Everett gave notice that he would ask leave to 
introduce at first opportunity a bill entitled ‘a billto 
revive and establish the public credit.” 

Mr. Ingersoll presented a memorial of claimants 
under French spoliations prior to 1800. Referred 
to committee of the whole house. 

The house went into committee of the whole and 
resumed the consideration of the general appropria- 
tion bill and of the motion to strike out the item ap- 
propriating $50,000 to the coast survey. 

Mr. J. R. Ingersoll strenuously opposed the motion 
and vindicated Mr. Hassler. 

Mr. Reynolds advocated the motion. 


Mr. Gilmer would advocate the motion not in re- | 


ference to the qualifications or not, of Mr. Hassler, 
but on the grounds of absolute necessity for re- 
trenchment. But as he was willing to grant some- 
thing for this survey, he moved to strike out “fifty” 
and insert “twenty.” 

Mr. Aycrigg accepted the amendment. 

The committee at this stage rose and reported pro- 
gress. 

After having one or two executive communica- 
tions laid before them, the house adjourned. 

Monpay, Dec. 19. Mr. Gamble rose and address- 
ed the house as follows: 


which has only terminated in his death; which pain-| 
ful event, as we are informed, took piace at his resi- | 
dence in Habersham county, Georgia, on the second 


'day of this month, surrounded by his family and, 


friends. Mr. Habersham was a descendant of the: 
most honorable and distinguished families in Geor- | 
gia. He was endowed with more than ordinary 
wers of mind, which was enlarged and cultivated | 
y a liberal education. Being thus qualified, he early | 
engaged in public life, and, by a long course of up. | 
right conduct and unbending integrity, he acquired a 
degree of confidence which few attain, and. what is 
still more rare, which he never abused. He has oc- 
cupied stations of honor and trust, both under the. 
federal and state governments, the duties of which | 
he discharged to the full requisitions of the law and 
entire satisfaction of those with whom he had officia! 
transactions. 

In eighteen hundred and thirty-eight he was elect-| 
ed as a member of congress, and continued in that| 
character until his death. To you, sir, and his asso-| 
ciates here, I need say nothing. You have witnessed | 
his course; you appreciate his worth as a man, and| 
his usefulness as a member of this body. And not- 
withstanding the political asperity of the times dur-' 
ing which he has been a member, and although he | 
has been firm and unwavering in his political course, 
yet I believe he never indulged ina sentiment, or 
suffered an expression to escape his lips, at which 


ly take exception. His errors and infirmities, if any 
he had—and none are faultless—‘‘were of the head, 
and not of the heart.” He was amiable, generous, 
and forgiving in his disposition; his home was the 


open to the calls of charity. It may be said of him, 
what can with truth be said of him, that he has gone 
and not left an enemy behind him. In his lamented 


tuous, and talented citizens; one of her most distin- 


ly have sustained a loss which cannot be repaired 
by time. ‘May that being who tempers the wind 


mortality make a deep and Jasting impression upon 
our hearts, and cause us well to consider the admo-'| 


is enforced by this solemn dispensation: ‘Be ye also 
ready, for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of 
Man cometh.” 

Mr. G. then read resolutions of respect, &c. 


the house adjourned. 


Turspay, Dec. 20. Mr. Guin asked Jeave to sub- 
sident respecting the mutiny said to have been con- 
templated on board the Somers. Mr. Andrews, ot 
Kentucky, objected. Mr. G. moved a suspension oi 
the rules. The house refused. 

The house then proceeded (having first refused to 
go into committee on the general appropriation bil!) 
to the bill reported by Mr. Everett for the repeal of 
the bankrupt law. 

Mr. Everett addressed the house in favor of the 
repeal. 


the judiciary committee. 
Mr. €. J. Ingersoll moved an amendment to the 
motion of Mr. Barnard, instructing the committee 


circulation.” 
After some remarks from Messrs. VV inthrop, Paine, 





The present congress, it is | question. 
believed, has oftener performed the painful duty of | 
announcing the death of its members than any which | by striking therefrom the words following: 
las preceded it under the government. In the first | cluding voluntary applicants and banks owned by states, | 


and Gordon, Mr. Cave Johnson moved the previous 
The house rejected it. 

Mr. Arnold moved to amend the said instructions 
6 Bye 


week of our session we were called upon to pay the | and.” 


last tribute of respect to the memory of one who | 


Mr. Bowne and Mr. Charles Browne made a few 


died on his way to the seat of government to resume |remarks, and Mr. Pickens renewed the motion for the 
his duties as a member of this body; and to-day the | previous question and before it was taken, on motion 


duty has devolved upon me to communicate to the | 
house the mournful intelligence which has reached 
us of the death of another member of this branch 
For some time we en- 
tertained hopes that the rumor of his death was un- 
founded, or, at most, premature; but it is at length 
reduced to a painful certainty that Richard W. Ha- 
He bas finished his course on 


of the national legislature. 


bersham is no more. 


of Mr. rnold the house adjourned. 
Wepnespay, Dec. 21. 
appeared and took his seat. 


was, will the house second the demand for the pre- 
vious question? (called by Mr. Pickens.) 


| Onan appeal from Mr. Cushing, Mr. P. withdrew 


tarth; his seat in this hall is vacant; and he now | the demand on condition that Mr. C. would renew it. 


sleeps in his silent tomb. 


His eonstitution being na- 
lurally feeble, and his health somewhat impaired 


Mr. Cushing wished Mr. Bernard to withdraw his 
motion to commit, in order that he might offer the 


When he first took his seat as a member of this body, | following amendment: 


Which, added to the severity of the climate and his 





“Yn the prov:so of the eriginal bill strike out the 


aborious and close attention to his duties, was more ‘5th day of December, 1842,’ &c. and insert so that 
than he was able to endure. brought on a disease the proviso shall read as follows: ‘Provided, That 


even the most sensitive political opponent could just- | 


death, Georgia has lost one of her most useful, vir- | 


guished, patriotic, and cherished sons; and his fami-| 


to the shorn lamb” comfort and sustain them in this | 
their deep afiliction; and may this memento of our| 


nition addressed to us in the Word of Truth which | 


Which were unanimously adopted, and thereupon | 


mit a resolution calling for information from the pre- | 


Mr. Barnard followed in opposition to its repeal, . 
and concluded by moving the reference of the bill to 


“to report a bankrupt act excluding voluntary appli- | 
cants, and banks owned by states, and including such | 
corporations not owned by states as issue notes for | 


Mr. Tho. B. King, of Geo. | 


The house resumed the consideration of the bill 
for the repeal of the bankrupt law, and the question 


ees 


~ qtennercinas mn 





this act shall not affect any case or proceeding in 
bankruptey commenced before the passage of this 
act. or any pains, penalties, or forfeitures incurred 
under the said act; but every such proceeding may 
be continued to its final consummation in like man- 
ner as if this act had not been passed.’ ” 


Mr. Barnard said he would consent to withdraw 
his motion to commit the bill on one condition, name- 
ly, that he might offer, instead of the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Massachusetts, ano- 
ther which he now held in his hand, and which was, 
in fact, a substitute for the bill. It was read, as fol- 


lows: 


“That so much of the act entitled ‘an act to es- 


tablish a uniform system-of bankruptcy throughout 
the United States,’ approved onthe 19th day of Au- 
gust, 1841, as authorises any person owing debts to 


apply, by petition, for the benefit of said act, togeth- 
er with all the parts of said act which are applica- 
ble solely to the mode of obtaining the benefit of the 
provisions of such act in behalf of debters, by the 
voluntary petition of sueh debtors, without the con- 
currence or aid of their creditors, be and the same 
is hereby repealed: Provided, That this act shall not 
affect any case or proceeding in bankruptcy already 
commenced, or which shall be commenced before 
the 4th day of July next, or any pains, penalties, or 
forfeitures prescribed and incurred, or which shall 
be incurred under said act.” ” 

Mr. B. said that the time~specified in this amend- 
ment was not material. The house could substitute 
any other date it might prefer. Mr. b. urged that 
his amendment went to include that of the gentle- 


ion -man,and could do it no possible harm. 
centre of kindness and hospitality, and his hand ever | 


Mr. Cushing thought it would defeat the whole 
object he had in view, and he accordingly renewed 
the previous question. 


‘The question, ‘will the house second the demand 
for the previous question?” was then taken, (by tel- 
lers). and decided in the negative: ayes 66, noes 94. 

So there was no second. 

The question recurring on the amendment of Mr. 
Arnold, 

The debate was then continued by Mr. Underwood, 
who thought there ought to be a discrimination in 
the repeal, and that congress should establish a ge- 
neral bankrupt system. He had no objections to 
vote for the amendment suggested by the gentleman 

from New York, over the way, (Mr. Barnard), pro- 
| vided he would reduce the time: in that case he was 
| ready to vote for it. 

Mr. Barnard suggested to Mr. dngersoll and Mr. 
Underwood that if they would consent to give way 
and allow him to withdraw his motion to recommit, 
and offer his amendment in a modified form, reduc- 
ing the time from the 4th of July to the 4th of April, 
lie would now do so, and the gentleman could go on 
with his speech. 

Assent being given, Mr. 
amendment. 


Mr. Cushing then offered the amendment he had here- 
_tofore indicated, and moved to commit with instruc- 
tions, &e. After a few remarks from Mr. Hopkins, 

Mr. Briggs moved that the bill be referréd to the 
‘comimittee on the judiciary with the following in- 
structions: 

“lo report a bill to repeal that part of the exist- 
ing law which authorises the voluntary application 

of debtors, and to include corporations which issue 
'paper to circulate as money within the operations of 
said law.” 

Mr. Cave Johnson moved to amend the instructions 
so as to direct the committee to report a bill at once 
| repealing the bankrupt law. 

Mr. Wise said that he had been watching the Pro- 
tean shapes which thia bill had assumed till he was 
tired, and now, after shifting its farm so often, there 
was at Jength a proposition instructing the judiciary 
committee to report a direct repeal of the law. All 
this was child’s play. If gentlemen reaily intended 
to repeal the bankrupt law, now was the accepted 
time. ‘he house could put the bill into such a form 
/as they liked, and he hoped they would vote down 
| the commitment and vote down the instructions, and 
at once modify the bill so that it should repeal the 
‘law from the date of @s passage. That was what 
was wanted, and all that was wanted. There was 
no need of reference, and its only effect would be to 
involve the house in the same confusion which was 
now experienced. After Mr. W. had continued his 
address for sometime, and concluded, 

Mr. C. Brown, of Pennsylvania, made a speech; 
followed by 

Mr. Arnold, who addressed the house for one hour, 
and regretted that this, the very best of all the laws 

passed at the extra session, was dvomed to destruc- 
tion. 
On motion of Mr. Salionstall the house adjourned. 


Barnard offered his 
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“ ABRIAL STEAM caRRIaGe.” ‘J'ne London Times states 
that a pajent was. tuken out on the 29th Sep'ember, by 
2 company, for an apparatus which they say is to per- 
form the journey from London to India, in four days, 
or at the rate of 75 to 100 iniles an hour. 


Arxgansas. Cottons. The Washington Telegraph, 
states that tere is now ready for shipment at Fulton, 
between four and 509 bales of new cotton, the produet 
of that county. ~ Hampstead county will yield 10.000 
bales; Lufayette. something more, and Seveir nearly as 
much, say 30,000 bales for three counties alone. 


‘* AMERICAN DOMESTICS.” Prices cf this item are now 


regularly quoted in the Canton, E. I. prices current. 
Where chance! “A few sales” was the brief notice of 
the article in the paper of the 9th Aug. ‘The paper ot 
‘6th September, says, “American domestics are scarce, 
and would bring good prices; the Valparaiso arrived a 
few dayssince, has. I learn, a large quantity, which will 
make an excellent remittance.” 


Ban« Irems. Virginia is borrowing of the banks—a 
temporary loan of only $350,000—o0f which the bank of 
Virginia, ind the exchage bank, have cousented to fur- 
nisly their quotas, and the balance would be obtained. 

{[N. Y. Amer. 

Alabama Bunks The state banks of Alabama have 
made their report to the legislature, and it appears that 
aheir circulation ts as follows: 





Reduced since 
lst Nov. 1841. 





Bank Tuscaloosa, $520,562 456,796 
Branch Decatur, 913,196 627,858 
Montgomery, 761.719 312,352 
Huntsville, 100,090 
Mubile, 2,800,000 
$5,105,477 
Agaregate Ist Nov.1341 6,771,135 
Total reduction, $1,665 703 


The Tanks of Ohio. Governor Corwin states that 
there are twenty-three banks in the state in a sound and 
solvent condition, atid justly entitled to the public confi- 
dence. Of this nuaiber, the charters of ihirteen expire 
in about three Weeks time, and two others follow within 
the next thirteen mouths. ‘The aggregate capital of these 
institutions is about $5,000,000, a censiderable portion of 
which is held by non-residents. If these banks are suf- 
fered to go out of existence, the preseutextrenie distress, 
he says, must be greatly aggravated, for in that case only 
eivht banking corporations will remain in the state, 
from which to derive a currency. We annex them with 
their respective capitals, as copied from the Ohiv Siaie 
Journal: 

Lafayette Bank of Cincinnati 

Clinton Bank of Columbus 

Bank of Wooster 

Lank of Circleville 


$1,000,000 00 
300,000 U0 
229,323 85 
20,000 09 


Bank of Massillon 200,000 00 
Bank of Norwalk 175.416 78 
fank of Sandusky 109,000 00 
Bank of Xenia 100 00U V0 





$2,304,745 63 | 


‘his amount of banking capital. the Ohio Journal rea- 
sons, will be totally inadequate to furnish the people with 
n curreney, or the business faciiiiies which have been 
heretofore regarded as indispensable. 


Banxervurts. The number of applicants for the benefir 
of the bankrupt law in the Eastern District of Pennsyl- 
vania, up to the 17th inst. was twelve hundred and nine- 
ty-five. Pie 

The number of bankrupt applications in Connecticut 
down to the 16th inst. was 1339. _ 

Jadge Levict, of Ohio, decided in a late case that an 
order under the Ohio statute against the father of an 


illegitimate child, for its maintenance, could not be dis- | 


eharved by a decree in bankruptcy. No decree in bank- 
rupicy can discharge a man from an obligation imposed 
by nature. 

The prospect of a repeal of the 


Bangrurt Law. 
a great increase in the number 


Bankruptiaw bas caused 


of applications for the benefits of its provisions. At least | 


such is the case in the southern district of New York. 
[Journal of Commerce. 
The Highland Messenger, a North Carelina: paper, 
noticing the fact that out of a list of two hundred and six 
upplicants for 
iti one paper in that stale, one hundred and tortysnine 


are farmers and mechanics and but twenty-one mer- | 


chants, signiticantly remarks: “It it be true, as has been 
éharged, thatthe bankrup! law was passed for the benefit 
of merchants and speculators, the farmers and operatives 
in this state aie abuut te pervert the design of the framers 
of the luw; thcy are taking precedence at something 
like the rate of five to one.” 


Cauirorsia. A coinpany in this country is now mak- 
ing arrangements for emigrating to California the ensu- 
ing spring; they are compose d of families and young 
men. Bach person and family is required to equip them- 
selves with plenty of mules, wagons, provisions, &c. 
sufficient for the tfip. Any person de-irous ef going, 
ean obtain information respecting the doings of the com- 
pauy, by addressing a letier tv its directors at the Fourche 
a Renault, Missouri. (St. Lows Eng. 


Canats. The survey of a-route for a canal across 
the isthmus conneeting New Brunswick with Nova Sco- 
tia-has been completed by capt. Crawley. R.E. ‘The 
estimated expense of the work is $400,090. 


Canat Trade or Burrato. During the navigation 
season just Closed the number of clearances made at the 
office of the canal collector at Buffalo was 5,171, which. 
is 611 less than the clearances last year; while the amount 
of tolls collected this year was 374,483 89, being abvut- 
$26,000 larger than the amount of tulls received at the 
same office last year. 


Commerce or New York. There are now in the port 
of New York, 70 ships, 22 barques, 62 brigs, 265 schoon- 
ers, and <61 slovps, with an aggregate tonnage of 86,273; 
alsv, 83. steamboats, including  ferry-sboats—tonnage 
17,495. Of the ships, barques and brigs, about cne-third 
are for sale, or lying idle; about one-third are for freight 
or charter; aud the balance taking in and discharg- 
ing cargoes. 


CAPITAL PUNISUMENT. The house of representatives 
of New Hampsinre have declared by a vote of 111 to 
106, in favor of of the total abolition of capital punish- 
ment. 


ee 


3 —— 
Fiour. The are 8,009 bbls. of flour detained in, Store 


at Detroit. This will be a sad disappointment to thos 





Corton crop. The whole cotton crop for 1842, is es- 
timated at 1,683,574 bales. and of this 1,160,339, the se- 


the gulf of Mexico, 
Colton crop, Canton, July 1a31, 1842. 





Deliveries. Stock. 
Bombay bales 21,299 75,945 
Bengal “ 1.500 2 103 
Madras “ 3,013 4,762 
Total, —- . 25,803 82,810 


Canton, Sept. 6. : 
ton in the market, and littl demand. 


Deatus. In Clarke co. Kentneky, on the 7th ult. capt. 
Isaac Cunningham, aged 64, He was a native of Han- 
idy co. Va., commanded a company of volunteers from 


ithat stale, and fought the evemyat the bartle of the 
‘Thames—served maiy years ir. the legislature, and en- | 


jeyed the confidence of his fellow citizens in a high de- 
gree. 


|Mu. John A. Matthews, aged 36, recently a member of 
the legis] ture of the state. 

On the lith inst. C. W. Karthaus, president of the Nep- 
tune Lusurance Company Bal imore. 





Ebenezer Belknap, a revolutionary soldier, died in this 
city last Thursday. aged 81 years. 
; Durhamn,in Connecticut, but had long bees: a resident of 
ithiseity. He had received a classical education, was a 
| zealous republican of the Jeffersonian school, the prinei- 
| ples of which he formerly suppurted with considerable 
}ability with his pen, being a frequent contributor to the 
| Argus, a paper publisned in New York, and also to the 
| Aurora of Piiladelphia. [Boston Advocate. 
' The New York papers announce the death of the Rt. 
Rev. Bishop Dubois, of the Roman Catholic Church, N. 
| York. His infirmities had for some time prevented hitn 
jfrom active duties. Bishop Hughes will succeed him. 
‘The same papers anuounce the death of Baron Louzs 
| Ledever, the Austrian Consul General 
| During the Jast week in New York, 136, of which 24 
“were under one year of age; 10 were cvlored persons, 
| 18 died of consumption. 
In Philadelphia, 105, of which 25 were under one year, 
/13 were of consumption. 
| In Baltimore, 43, of which 10 were under one year of 
‘age, 12 were free colored, and one slave. 


The number of students report- 


| DicKINSON COLLEGE. 
The number re- 


ed last year at this institution was 130, 


] 
4 


~~ Hayrtt anp Spain. Captain Hi 


who expected the returns to- pay their debts. 


! ins, of the brig Jo. 
seph_ Atkins, at Boston, from St. Domingo, 0 Pool ha 
the Spanish brig and felucca, which were found jn the 
Haytien waters, and carried inte port by the Haytien 
tmen-of-war, had been released. 


Live oak. The are now several contractors for liy 
oak and other timber who intend. to bring out men “ 
Florida, obtain tor thein permits to locate lands as me. 
tiers, in order that they may cut the timber and the cop. 
tractors carry it off, thereby fleecing Uncle Sam of 
some millions of dollars. At least so savs the Floridian 

. O. Courier, : 

[Government should look out for their timber.] 


Metnopists. The members attached to the Tennes. 
see Conference of the Meth dist Episcopal Church 
number 26 566 whites, and 4,336 colored persons; there 
are also 118 local elders, 34 local deacons, 142 |oca| 
preachers, making a grand total of $2,176. An increase 
this year of 2,306. 


Mutiny cass. Jn virtue of a writ of habeas corpus 
sued out by the father of Geo. W. Warner, one of tie 
prisoners confined on board of the North Carolina, ac. 


cretary of the navy says, were shipped from the ports of eysed of participating in the mutiny on board of the 


Somers, he was taken before Judge Unsnoerrer, New 
York, but was remanded, it appearing that Warner wag 
an indented appreutice to the government of the Us. 


| under contract to serve in the navy, for a time not yet 


| 
| 
| 


' 


~ Ona the 11th December, at Port Tobacco, Charles co. ! 


expired. 


Navy. The U. S. ships Constellation and Boston 
were still in the Chinese waters on the 5th August. On 


There is a large amount of raw cot- | the 6th Sept. they had left the coast of China. 


U.S ship John Adams, capt. Conover, sailed from 
Table Bay. Cape of Good Hope, Oct. 7h, bound ona 
cruixe to Madagascar, Mozambique, &c., for the pro- 
tection of our whaling ships in the Indian Ocean, 

From diffrent papers we learn that commodores 
Barron, and Ballard, are ill at present. 

The U.S. sloop of war Marion was at St. Pierre 
Martinico, 30th ult.—all well. 


Sream BoaTirems. Steam boat collis‘on. On the 8h 
inst., the sieam boats Missouri and Samuel Dale came 
in collision, opposite. Bonnet Carre point. ‘hey met 
bow and bow. The Dale sunk immediately. It was 
reported that six of her deck hands were lost. The 
Missouri, literally split the Dale in two for nearly 30 feet, 


He was a native of without receiving any damage of consequence |ierself. 


The Missouri extricated herself from the wreek ou Fri 
day moruing, and pursued her voyage to Vicksburg. 
The Samuel Dale was a new boat, built.at N, Albany, 
and intended we learn for the Alabama river. 

The N.O. Picayune states, that several passengers on 
pvard the Samuel Dale, had heen on board three diffe- 
reat boats that sunk previous to the accident to that boat. 
We should think that being snayged, run into, and sunk, 
four times on one trip down, would give these people a 
distaste for steamboat travelling on our western wa- 
ters. 

The ice became detached at the Long Island rapids 
in the Mississippi, on the 20:h ult. and floated down the 
river in great masses. ‘he steam boats New Brazil 
ind Rock Islander, lying at the mouth of the slough op- 
posite to Davenport, were both sunk. The former was 
crushed between the shore ice. The steam buat Potosi, 
lying along side, was also somewhat injured, aud in 
immineut danger of sharing the same fate. 


Specie. The schr. Emeline, at New Orleans, from 
Tampico, which she lett on the 5th inst. brought $236,- 





| ported this year in the law class 10; college 114; gram- ' 


| dar school 41—<total, 165, 


Some of the members of the legislature 
nd citizens of Concord addressed 


| 
| Gov. Dorr. 
‘of New Hampshire 


ihim on the subject of Rhode Isiand affairs, at the old 
| 


' North Church, where he addressed them. 

[Exvections. . U. S. Senator from Ohio. Mr. Aten 
lhas been re-clecied by the legislature of Ohio, for the six 
| years ensuing the 4th March next, to the United States 
Senate. 


three bailotings in our last; since which several bailotings 


have occurred without effecting a choice. The result of | ed ty the 
taken on Monday | fray 


re , oy eres P or yc 72. Rate 4 ‘ 1 baht 2 
for the benefit of the bankrupt law published | was—R. M. Saunders, (Cal ) 78; B. Brown, (V. BD 61; | 139 591. 


ithe last vote we have accounts of, 


ing !0. Necessary to « choice $1, 
— Latest. 


the 4:h of March next. 


[ELECTRO MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH. ‘The National I[ntel- 
ligencer of the 16h states, that 8. F. B. Morse, of New 
York, ts now exhibiting to conimittees appvinted by 
congress tv examine the subject, his invention by which 
two persons, however, distant, may converse with each 
ther. There is every probability that ne will be afforded 
the seans of fully testing its practicability. It would bea 
wonderful imprevement indeed, if effected. 








| 
J 


i 
} 
j 


0U0 in specie. ‘The British b ig Prince Albert, with a 
cargo valued at more than $200000, was lost off the 
Mexican coast, about ten days before. 


Tue HNayrren pirricctty.— A letter from Havana in 


a bal the New Orleans Bee gives the following explaination of 
a letter to the exiled hero of Chapuchet, asking to hear! 


the capture, by a Haytien vessel, of two Spanish ships 


jladen with flour; in consequence of whieh the governor 


of Cuba has fitted out a squadron to make reprisuls. _ 
“The negroes declare that they were driven to this 
act of piracy by famine, and that they were perishing of 


i hunger, as the earthquake had destroyed every thing 
| they pussessed. 
North Carolina U.S. Senator. We gave the result of | mand of a ship, and numbered from fifty to sixty men. 
! 
' 
‘ 


lt appears that the blacks were in com- 


Up to the 30th June, 1842, there were expo't- 
U. States from Canton 162,323 packages of tea; 
that date the 6th Sept. 27.663 packages;—ivial 
At the latter date Canton papers state that the 


TEAS. 


r Paes i. Ver me BN, ; ow Sy Sle Fh A * ; ; . 


at reasonable prices. Country packed Young Hysens 


Since the above was placed in our co-| have been bought at 26 a 30 rail, aud Canton Young 
lumns the result of Tuesdays’ balloting has reached us. Hysun at 15a 23 rail, and will be still lower. althouzh 
The two previously prominent candidaies, Saunders and | there many vessels waiting for cargo. Yet purchasers 
Brown, having been withdrawn, the fival vote stood,| de not come forward nor evince any disposition to pul 
Wm. H. Hayward, jr. 95; Graham, ‘whig) 69; Saunders | chase, so that we may expect that prices will rule quile 
2. Mr. Hayward, theretore, succeeds Mr. Graham from | ow this season. 


Wuear. The Lacon, Ill. Gazetie, says—“The early 
close vf navigation has left a Jarge proportion of the pf 
duce of this part of the state undisposed of, In mary 
of our river towns the warehouses are already filled ith 
grain, principally wheat; and yet more than half the 
wheat crop remains in the sheaf. As it is no longer 4a 
object for our farmers to transport their wheat to Onica- 
gu, they will naturally seek their customary market 
| the river towne.” 
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